《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments - Deuteronomy》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

THE FIFTH BOOK OF MOSES, CALLED DEUTERONOMY.
The title of this Book in the Hebrew is, אלה הדברים ELLEH HA-DEBAREEM, these are the words; or, ספר דברים SEPHER DEBAREEM, the book of the words. Some of the Jews called it, the Misne, or repetition of the law; others, the Book of Admonition. But the Seventy Jews who translated the Pentateuch into Greek, called it Deuteronomy, from νομος Nomos the law, and δευτερος Deuteros a second time. Moses, being now one hundred and twenty years of age, possessing recollection and all his faculties unimpaired, employed the last five weeks of his life in repeating the law to the new generation, and enriched it with glosses, improvements, and new revelations. The divine authenticity of this book is fully allowed by many quotations in the New Testament. Here our Saviour found a threefold weapon to repel the tempter. The last chapter is supposed to have been written by Joshua, or under his sanction. Moses commences by a rehearsal of events since the Exodus from Egypt; he discovers throughout the sublime spirit of a divine lawgiver and preacher, and closes his work with luminous prophecies of future times. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-46
Deuteronomy 1:1. In the plain over against the Red sea. סו Suph, red, not being joined in the text with ים Yam, sea, should not be rendered the Red sea. Zuph being the name of a town, and also of a district in Moab, many think that the latter is here to be understood.

Deuteronomy 1:3. In the eleventh month. The Deuteronomy comprises only the space of a single month.

Deuteronomy 1:6. Ye have dwelt long enough; that is, about a year, in Horeb.

Deuteronomy 1:13. Take you wise men. The people elected the rulers, and God, who alone has all power, invested them with authority. From the seventy elders, down to the people, there was a vast gradation of magistrates and officers. The appointment of good and religious magistrates is among the first and best cares of a prince.

Deuteronomy 1:17. Ye shall not respect persons. A judge must come into court with clean hands, and know the case only, and not the persons.

Deuteronomy 1:28. The Anakims, giants, thought to be so called because of the large golden torques which they wore about their necks. The word literally is, born of the earth.

REFLECTIONS.
Moses having now but thirty seven days to live, though he knew not the exact number, was desirous happily to finish his work. Every evening or morning, he enlivened the devotion of the nation, by a rehearsal of the law and of the works of God. And oh how happy was Israel to have in this venerable man, the best of kings, the greatest of prophets, and the most enlightened of instructors. He opened the new series of his ministry by a review of providence for two eventful years, from the emancipation from Egypt, to the sentence passed on the revolted fathers at Kadesh-Barnea, to die in the desert.

In this rehearsal he marks the divine appointment of rulers, among the leading blessings which God had accorded to the nation; and surely an order of men who spend their life in determining causes, reconciling differences, and punishing delinquents, is inconceivably valuable for the peace and quiet of society.

In the probation of Israel at Kadesh-Barnea, an event so often referred to in the sacred writings, the people were taught to attribute all their calamities to the greatness of their sin. Some visitations, it is true, come in course of providence, when neither child nor parent has so sinned as to occasion the calamity. John 9:3. Yet it is always sanctifying, under the hand of God, to trace our unworthiness and defects. I will bear the indignation of the Lord, because I have sinned against him.

Moses, and all the subsequent prophets, in reviewing this calamity, lay the emphasis on unbelief. It fermented in their hearts, it paralyzed exertion, and occasioned all their other sins; and its consequences still are equally dreadful. In the gospel age it has driven the Jews from Jerusalem, and made them a reproach among all nations. While this principle predominates in the heart of man, the gospel is nothing worth, and judgments have no effect. What is still worse, after awhile, the Lord gives some men up to the hardness of their hearts.

But how calamitous to see Israel within a few stages of the promised land, and impatient to enter, and yet hurled back into the desert, under the high displeasure and inexorable oath of an offended God. Just so, some men for awhile sit under the gospel, and promise fair for conversion; but alas, some awful habit, or some predominating passion, blasts our hopes, and provokes the Lord to sentence them to the corruptions of their own hearts. How careful should we be to cherish the first overtures of grace, and to cultivate the early impressions of religion.

The importance of this will farther appear, if we consider that when the angry God is once induced to pass sentence on a provoking sinner, he perhaps will not reverse it. The sins in the desert were committed against so much light, and in the face of so many miracles, that he would neither retract nor reverse the sentence: their carcases fell in the wilderness. Moses himself was not exempt, because he twice struck the rock in a wrong spirit. The Israelites trembled, and repented. They went up to the mountains to fight; but the Amorites chased them with slaughter and vengeance. Let us learn to fear this awful God; let us learn wisdom by Israel’s folly, and obedience by their revolt. Let us above all know, that we cannot conquer our enemies while in our sins. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-37
Deuteronomy 2:10. The Emims; that is, men of terrific aspect with regard to stature, armour, and appearance.

Deuteronomy 2:12. The Horims, Horites, Genesis 14:6, which Esau had destroyed. The inference was encouraging to the Hebrews, that if these terrific men had been conquered by others, the Canaanites might be conquered also.

Deuteronomy 2:20. Zamzummims; that is, strong and mighty ones, flagitiously wicked. Heathen testimonies agree with Moses, as to the crimes of the ancient giants. We have three other tribes of giants named by Moses, the Raphaim, the Hevim, and the Anakim.

Deuteronomy 2:23. Caphtor, a city south of Philistia.

REFLECTIONS.
Moses, continuing the history of the Israelites, reminds them not to meddle with the stock of Abraham, and the families of Lot his nephew, because they were in covenant with God. And though it was now four hundred and thirty years since this covenant was made; and though it was little short of three hundred years since he gave the minor blessing to Esau; yet he had ever kept this covenant in view. With what safety then may both families and nations trust to the covenant and promises of God. He will never forget his word, but his grace shall be larger than our most sanguine expectations have conceived.

Moab and Ammon being mentioned by name in this charge, we see Lot’s sin of ignorance forgiven: and considering the terrible situation of his daughters, who really believed that no man was left alive with whom they might marry, every apology is due to them which human nature can possibly claim. Let every one therefore endeavour fairly to rise after an error or a fall, that God may not withdraw his mercy from him and his family.

In the total destruction of Heshbon, and all the surrounding country, we see that the Amorites had now filled up the measure of their iniquities. Consequently the covenant, which they had in common with all the descendants of Noah, was forfeited, and neither the parents nor the children could obtain a reprieve. It is also remarkable, that both Og and his people seemed infatuated by a spirit of error, to accelerate their own destruction: for they wantonly followed the refusal of Moses’ kind request by open hostilities. Let us learn, never to dare or despise the Lord’s people; never to obstruct their way to heaven, provided we should be unwilling to accompany them. On many occasions, an outrage to the church of God has been among the last sins he has suffered a wicked man to commit. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-29
Deuteronomy 3:9. Which Hermon the Sidonians call Sirion. The LXX, willing to adapt the language of the sacred writings to their own age, say, “Which Hermon the Phœnicians call Sanior.” See notes on Psalms 133.

Deuteronomy 3:11. Og, king of Bashan, the remnant of the giants. Though Og was the last of the race east of the Jordan, there was a family of them in Philistia, in the west. 1 Samuel 17. The bedstead of this tyrant was preserved in Rabbath, (afterwards called Philadelphia) by the children of Ammon, as a monument of the enormous race. The oresh of Og, here rendered bedstead, was fifteen feet long, and nine feet six inches broad; he was a monster of bones and fat, and no doubt taller than Goliath. See on Genesis 6:4.

Deuteronomy 3:17. Chinnereth; called in the New Testament, Genesareth.—The sea of the plain was the sea of Sodom, once a plain.

Deuteronomy 3:25. That goodly mountain and Lebanon. By the goodly mountain, some have thought that Moriah, on which Solomon built the temple, was understood. It is not however improbable, that Moses here calls Lebanon a high or goodly mountain, which was famed for its tall cedars. Sir J. Maundrell measured one tree, twelve yards and six inches in the girt; the spread of its branches was thirty seven yards. This range of hills, extending from the vicinity of Sidon toward Damascus, is divided by a pass at the entering of Hamath. The eastern range was called Anti-Libanus, and is higher than the western. Its elevation is about nine thousand feet, and covered with snow nine months in the year; but is very fruitful in grass, vines, and corn. Two streams issue from it, the Jor and the Dan, which unite in the Jordan. At Easter, the time of barley harvest, this river overflows its banks by the melting of the snow. See Joshua 1:4.

Deuteronomy 3:27. Get thee up to the top of Pisgah, the highest summit of the ridge of Abarim. See chap. 34.

REFLECTIONS.
Moses, proceeding with the history, narrates the tremendous destruction of Og and all his people, who wantonly provoked the war through presumption and pride. Sixty walled towns, besides the villages, were involved in the common ruin. The cutting off of this nation is a striking figure of the destruction which awaits all hardened and presumptuous sinners, who reject the kind and peaceful overtures of grace, and cannot permit the Lord’s people to pass quietly on their way to heaven. He is not afraid of the infidel giants who have lifted up their voice against his word.

The venerable Moses, accustomed to trace the hand of God in all that befel Israel, was not unmindful to improve those victories for the encouragement of Joshua, as a pledge of what the Lord would do against all their remaining foes. The christian, on the same ground, should be encouraged from past victories over indwelling sin, to expect in the sanctification of his soul, the full accomplishment of all the great promises of the new covenant.

Moses having charged Joshua and Eleazar to carry into effect the covenant for Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh, to have their inheritance on the eastern bank of Jordan, now repeats it to the congregation, that the faith of the nation might be pledged for the performance of the treaty; for the righteous God desires to be surrounded by a people who keep their word, though they have sworn to their own hurt. It is good for aged men to charge young people to be faithful, and for dying ministers to charge their successors and all the congregation to keep in purity every precept, doctrine, and institution of Christ.

Seeing the victories and glory of Israel already begun, the venerable prophet and legislator felt a desire springing up in his heart to have the sentence against himself reversed, that he might see his Israel safely established in the land. And who would not have felt the same desire? But Joshua was now appointed; and the best of saints must not ask favours which interfere with the rights and duties of another. Life and all its mercies must be asked, with deference and submission to the wise and gracious counsel of heaven. Mark well: God compounded with his favourite servant by letting him see the land, and Moses was content. Lord, let me see thy Canaan by faith, and be content to leave the body, with its native dust, in this desert land. Let me die here. I am not better than my fathers; but let me live with them for ever in thy eternal joy. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-49
Deuteronomy 4:2. Ye shall not add unto the word. This would be to debase revelation, and treat the divine law as a defective production of man, that needed additions and retrenchments. Solon, the Athenian lawgiver, obtained an oath from the principal officers of the senate to observe his laws inviolate for ten years, till he should return from his travels. Besides, the tabernacle being a type of heaven, would utterly be gaited and marred by the fanciful rituals devised by men. Yet many things were added, as the feast of purim, in Esther, and additional altars when Solomon dedicated the temple.

Deuteronomy 4:7. What nation—hath God so nigh? Moses here reaches the true sublime of instruction. Will the Lord indeed dwell with man, in all the promised glory and grace of his covenant? The gentile mythology can bear no comparison with the glory of the Hebrew ritual.

Deuteronomy 4:15. Ye saw no—similitude. It is not a statue, nor even the glory of the heavens, that can adequately represent the Theotes or Divinity. Yet the fine paintings of scripture histories hung up in churches, did very much contribute to instruct the ignorant, and impress the heart.

Deuteronomy 4:19. Lest when thou seest the sun, the moon, and the stars. This is the Sabian worship, strongly abhorred by Job, in Job 31:26; a worship which overspread the world, and still subsists in the east. The sun is called the king of heaven, or Baal, the lord or ruler of the day. The moon (Juno, or the queen of heaven, Jeremiah 7:18) is called Baala, or lady, ruling the night; which Baala is called by Abedenus, βηλτις. In Philo, we find the word Baaltis. The Jews worship the moon with baking cakes, and by consequence with fire.

General Vallancey has written on the antiquities of the Irish language; and supposes Ireland to be the ancient Thule, and to have derived their worship from the Carthaginians, whose presiding deity was Baal. He supports his theory by the fires which they used to kindle, mi Baal tienne, in Baal’s month; that is, on the first of May. On that day, the children scatter fire in the fields, and cry, Baal tienne fires. See on Job 1:5.

Herodotus gives us, book 7., an example how Xerxes worshipped the rising sun, before he set out on his most unfortunate expedition against the Greeks. “Awaiting the rising of the sun, they poured on the bridge all kinds of sweet odours, and scattered on all the road, branches of myrtle. Immediately when it was day, Xerxes with a golden phial poured a libation into the sea, and prayed the sun to turn away whatever might obstruct his subjugation of all Europe.” In this disastrous expedition, the stars did not hear him.

REFLECTIONS.
Moses, now commencing the improvements of the preseding history, stands, so to speak, on the high mountains of vast age, and looks back on the wilderness of life, with all the advantages of wisdom and experience. Hence all his words are weighty, all his conclusions just, and all his injunctions worthy of the spirit which inspired the venerable ruler. The leading fact he adduces to enforce future obedience is, that all the daring men who had followed Baal were destroyed; but that all those who had stedfastly adhered to the covenant of God were alive to that day. Surely here is a particular providence; surely from the beginning God had realized the blessings and curses of the covenant. What a school is the theocracy of Israel for the christian church; what a school of terror for the infidel age.

From the presence and glory of God resident in Israel; from the purity of his precepts, and the glory of the ceremonial service, he infers the duties of gratitude and fidelity. And how much more forcible is this inference, when applied to the christian church. For God who spake to the fathers from the cloud, and by the prophets, hath in these last days familiarly spoken to us face to face, the Son being veiled in human flesh. He has made us his sons and daughters, and called us to sit in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Let us charge ourselves and our children to devote our whole heart and life a grateful sacrifice, entirely to his glory.

The grand object of the strong and impressive language in this chapter is, a firm caution against idolatry; a caution it was needful often to repeat; for the idolatrous priests, daily availing themselves of the errors of superstition, and rendering the devotion of their altars almost enchanting to the carnal crowd, a firm barrier was requisite to stem the torrent. And oh that the christian world were properly apprized of the snares which the enemy, in this view, lays for their feet. Oh that they knew that by idolizing giddy pleasures, by indulging voluptuous habits, or devoting themselves to sordid gain, they leave the Lord and do homage to Satan. All these, he says, will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. All inordinate attachments to the riches and pleasures of the age are as fatal to the soul as the worship of Baal.

From the divine fervour with which Moses addressed the Israelites; from the vast variety of arguments and motives here urged; and in particular, from his calling heaven and earth to witness the vengeance which should follow, if either they or their children departed from the covenant of the Lord, when they stood before Sinai;—in him, christian ministers have a model of the wisdom and unction which should distinguish their sermons. What, have we frequently one or two thousand people listening to our voice? Have they every one an immortal soul? Have all these people neighbours, children, and connections at home? And are they all in danger of idols? Are we all in danger of losing the gospel candlestick by apostasy from the essentials of christianity, and the spirit of our religion? What an eloquence should inspire our hearts; what language should distinguish our addresses; what tears should water our words, divinely to impress the people with the importance of what we urge! But seeing like Moses we are about to die, the old and worthy saints are about to follow, and a worse generation may ensue, let us make our final appeal to God. Let us take heaven and earth to record; they shall survive; they shall tell our sermons to a future age, and attest that apostates from the christian faith shall be afflicted with greater calamities than those which have repeatedly fallen on the apostate Hebrews. It is enough—let all men fear. God hath said, I will avenge the quarrel of any covenant. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-33
Deuteronomy 5:4. The Lord talked with you face to face. That is, as the Chaldaic reads, talked to us, without a mediator; but literally, they saw no similitude. His voice was loud, for all the nation heard; at least, if they did not distinctly hear the words, they heard the thunder, and saw the appearance of devouring flames. How mild is the aspect of the gospel compared with the terrors of the law! Exodus 19:20.

Deuteronomy 5:29. Oh that there were such a heart in them. No father can be so solicitous for the reformation of a prodigal, as God is for the conversion of sinners. The church has sustained many long and unavailing controversies on the doctrines of grace, on liberty and necessity; but it is better to adore than dispute. Oh the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God. We are saved indeed by grace, but grace harmonized with the full consent of the heart, which at last yields, and sinks all helpless into the arms of God. On this head, Augustine has a wise saying: God who made thee without thee, will not save thee without thee.

REFLECTIONS.
Moses having again called the congregation, opens his ministry by painting the awful scenes of mount Sinai, at the promulgation of the law; for that covenant was binding to the children, as to their fathers. To what else can ministers appeal; the covenant is the same through all succeeding ages; and if the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do!

He repeated the ten commandments nearly as in Exodus, and with such new motives as the Holy Spirit thought proper to add. The Israelites are required to give rest to their servants on the sabbathday, not merely because it was so from the beginning; but because they had all been servants in Egypt, and severely oppressed by the taskmasters; a most humane and worthy consideration. Filial homage and affection are farther enforced, not only by the length, but also by the blessings of life; that it may go well with thee. This has also been noticed by St. Paul, when applying the precept to christian children.

Moses reminds the people, that while terrified with the awful appearance of the fire, and with the sanctity of the divine voice, they had requested him to be a mediator, and to receive the law from the Lord. This proposition was pleasing to God. Hence we learn, what homage and reverence are due to the sacred ministry, when delivered in conformity to the word of God. Man may rely upon its declarations, as though God himself pronounced them from his holy place. Heaven and earth shall pass away; but his word shall not pass away. He surely will realize all the promises, and all the threatenings his servants shall pronounce.

The Lord, on accepting the mediation of Moses, uttered all the good wishes of a father and the compassion of a God for the people’s happiness. Oh that there were such a heart in them: Deuteronomy 5:29. As much as to say, I have now given them my covenant presence. I have given them laws and statutes superior to those of all other nations. I have provided atonement for their sins, and enlarged the promises of the Messiah, and of his kingdom. I have called them into a high state of favour and fellowship with myself. I have set before them a blessing and a curse. More I cannot do, without invading the original laws and liberty of man. If I withdraw or diminish my grace, then they are left to follow the corruption of their heart, and to perish. If I enlarge the grace of the covenant, or of initial salvation, then I force their will, and all their obedience and love are acts of necessity, not of choice. Sin in them, so circumstanced, would be no longer sin, and virtue would be no longer virtue: or rather all their crimes would belong to me, which cannot possibly be. Oh my Israel, then, thy destruction is of thyself: but in me is thy help. I give thee a covenant abounding with alsufficient grace; and Moses will superadd his intercession that thou mayest fear me, and keep my commandments always, that it may be well with thee, and well with thy children for ever. See Ezekiel 33:11. Luke 19:41. See also on this text Dr. S. Clarke’s Sermons. Dr. Doddridge’s Lectures, first edition, pp. 36, 38, 571, 572. My translation of Ostervald’s Exercise of the Ministry, 12mo. edition, p. 113. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-25
Deuteronomy 6:4. יהוה אלהינו יהוה אחד, Jehovah our Elohim is one Jehovah. There is uniformly an elision of the letter ם mem, when the plural is associated with the noun; and the י yod is not used in the paradigm of Hebrew verbs to designate the plural noun. The name of the Divinity being here used three times, as in Psalms 33:6, Isaiah 49, 63., and the central name or noun, Elohinu, being in the plural number, indicates to us that mysterious sociality in the Trinity in unity, known to us by the adorable names of Father; Son, Word, Wisdom, or Messiah; and Spirit. This text is sublimely introduced, Hear, oh Israel; the more divinely to impress the heart with the consequent duties of love, obedience, and adoration; yea, of utter abhorrence of all idols which would share the heart, and estrange it from the knowledge and love of the one true and eternal God. In Eusebius we have many heathen testimonies which coincide with this text. See Isaiah 56:17.

Deuteronomy 6:13. And serve him. The LXX read, And him only, αυτω μονω, shalt thou serve; and so quoted by our Lord. Matthew 4:10.

Deuteronomy 6:25. It shall be our righteousness, if we observe to do, &c. The Hebrew reads, righteousness shall be to us; that is, all covenant mercies shall be ours. The LXX, followed by the Vulgate, read, mercy shall be to us. So is the running language of the holy scriptures. The merciful shall obtain mercy. Righteousness cannot come by the deeds of the law.

REFLECTIONS.
To know the true God is everlasting life; because we cannot know him without loving, nor love without desire and delight to please him. Moses therefore teaches them what God is. One in essence, in opposition to the gods many, and lords many of the heathen: the self-existent, eternal, omnipotent Jehovah, besides whom there is and can be no other. Happy the man that hath the Lord for his God.

He urges the duty of loving him: this is the first and great commandment, and it contains all the rest; for then we cannot but delight in what he commands, and rely on what he promises; and most deserving he is of our warmest affection, since he is in himself so transcendently excellent and kind. Well may he challenge our heart, our whole heart, in sincerity that knows no reserve; with supreme affection, which admits no rival; with ardency stronger than death, and with permanence equal to the days of eternity. Lord, shed abroad that love in our hearts.

The means prescribed to maintain and increase this love are, that they store up God’s words in their mind and memory; that they instruct their children, by frequently inculcating the commandments upon them; that they make them the subject of daily conversation, and write select portions of them upon parchment and on the posts of their houses, that they may be reminded of them whenever they go out or come in.

God’s word should be read with seriousness every day. Our hearts should be employed in meditation, that we may inwardly digest it for our spiritual food. We should delight to make it the subject of our discourse; not to dispute on what is abstruse, but to build up one another in love and obedience.

Special care should be taken early to acquaint our children and servants with the invaluable knowledge, which alone is able to make them wise unto salvation. Such attention to the divine precepts would preserve them from forgetting God in a day of prosperity. No state is so dangerous to the soul; no state calls for greater fear and trembling, than when the world smiles, when abundance surrounds us, and every earthly blessing tempts the idolatrous heart to take up its rest below. No mention of idol gods must come into their mouths, but when they swear, it must be an appeal to the true and only heart searching God. As the great danger of Israel arises from their idolatrous neighbours, they must carefully avoid going after their gods, for that would infallibly bring down upon them the wrath of heaven to consume them.

Israel must embrace every opportunity to instruct their children, that their religion, and the deep remembrance of God’s dealings with them, may be transmitted to the latest posterity. Hearing the law so often read and taught, and seeing so many ceremonies performed, their children would be naturally inquisitive into the meaning of them. They must then seize the good opportunity to inform them of their former deplorable estate in Egypt, the great deliverances wrought for them, and the favours conferred in these institutions, in the perfect observance of which they might attain righteousness and life. It should be highly pleasing to parents to hear children’s inquiries about the things of God. It is their duty to inform them, even when averse to instruction; and how much more so, when teachable, and desirous to learn. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-26
Deuteronomy 7:3. Neither—make marriages with them. See note on Ezra 10:2.

Deuteronomy 7:5. And cut down their groves. The patriarchal devotion being performed at first on hills, and in places destitute of shelter, woods and groves were most desirable retreats for the divine service. Hence Abraham planted a grove in Beer-sheba. Genesis 21:33. But houses of retirement and wickedness were built by the Israelites in the times of apostasy. The Egyptians and the Greeks were the first, after the Babylonians, who built temples to false divinities. The Israelites, having now but one altar, would the more readily accede to the injunction to destroy the groves of Baal.

Deuteronomy 7:15. The evil diseases of Egypt. The boils and blains, as in Exodus 9. The whole of this chapter enumerates blessings, rather than precepts.

Deuteronomy 7:20. The hornet. These driven from a hive, can prove a severe scourge to man, when divinely multiplied and commissioned. They are darker in colour and larger than the wasp.

Deuteronomy 7:26. It is a cursed thing: חרם chairem, a devoted thing; such was every idol, devoted to execration; but good things were devoted to holy purposes. Leviticus 27:28. The same word being used in both cases, the connection determines the sense.

REFLECTIONS.
Moses, proceeding with the repetition of the law, enforces anew the sentence of destruction or exile, on all the seven devoted nations. There were five other tribes or nations, whose country was given to the Hebrews. The Kenites, whom Saul spared for former kindness; the Kenizites, the Kadmonites, the Rephaims or giants, Genesis 15:19-20, whose country was included in the promised land; and the nation of Amalek. Now, with the seven nations, Israel was to make no covenant whatever. Their iniquities were full, and heaven could no longer restrain the punishment. Some persons have been struck with an idea of cruelty in this oft repeated sentence. I am struck with astonishment, that God should spare them so long. Israel never trifled with this awful injunction, but it proved a snare to their nation. Saul lost his kingdom for the want of fidelity to the righteous decree. The visitation is nothing new in the economy of providence. How often, in the history of nations, do we find the like calamity inflicted on cities and kingdoms. And ah, on how many more is the same sentence of destruction, or flight, but suspended, because of a long series of accumulated crimes.

To promote humility and obedience the Jews are faithfully reminded, that they were not redeemed from Egypt and called to all these privileges, because of their number or goodness; but because of the free and unmerited love of God, and because he was faithful to the promise and oath made to their fathers. Ezekiel places this argument in full force, and in language highly figurative: Ezekiel 16:1-63. St. Paul says the same of the christian church, risen with Christ, and made to sit together in heavenly places. We were dead in trespasses and sins, we walked according to the course of this world, and according to the power and influence of the devil. But God, who is rich in mercy, for the great love wherewith he hath loved us, has done all these unmerited favours for the soul. What gratitude, what devotion do we owe for the riches of his grace!

God would gradually cut off and expel the seven devoted nations from the land, but would not destroy them all at once, lest the wild beasts should multiply. But how was that done? Did Israel spare a few in every city? No; for that would have corrupted them; and after such kindness they could not have been put to death. But Israel made their way good by conquest as far as they went. They slew all who came within their power, drove the rest before them, except those of certain strong places, as Zion in Jerusalem, which they could not then take. Let the christian do the same in his warfare with indwelling corruption; let him, like Joshua, make his way good as he proceeds. Let him, by the grace of the Holy Spirit, so mortify self-love, anger and pride, that he shall feel it no more; and fresh strength will be afforded for fresh conflicts. Let him remember that God has said of his sins, as well as of the Canaanites, ye shall utterly destroy them.

It is very remarkable also, that the gems and chains pendent to the heathen gods were accursed; and the Israelite who should secrete any of them, would bring that curse upon himself. The very gold was so polluted that the fire would not purify it. Hence the christian may learn the sanctity of God: he will never compound with idols. All our sinful pleasures, honours and delights, are to be accounted but dross and dung in comparison of the excellent knowledge of Jesus Christ, that we may be the Lord’s people without rebuke. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-20
Deuteronomy 8:4. Thy raiment waxed not old. By a miracle the Lord preserved the clothes of the Israelites from wearing and decay, or by means of trade and war with the supplies they brought from Egypt, and by their own manufactures in the deserts; for they were never seen in nakedness and rags. The beautiful cloth of the tabernacle was all manufactured in the vicinity of mount Sinai; consequently, they could do much towards manufacturing their own raiment.

Deuteronomy 8:9. Dig brass. נחשׁת nechosheth, and nachosh, brass; the genera is here put for all the species. We dig nickle, a word evidently Hebrew, and lapis calaminaris, which is the ore of zinc, of which brass is formed by a mixture of copper. The mountains abounded with salubrious springs, which were very scarce in the plains and deserts.

Deuteronomy 8:15. Fiery serpents, so called from the burning heat and thirst excited by the poison, in those who were bitten. See Numbers 21.

Deuteronomy 8:16. Who fed thee daily with manna, gathered every morning, that he might teach thee to depend on him for all things, having long proved his fidelity.

REFLECTIONS.
Israel is here exhorted to keep the commandments of the Lord, and to remember his works. And what is better calculated to soften the soul into obedience, and enkindle it with faith and love, than to meditate on all the wonderful works of the Lord? The recollection of God and all his grace brings down a heaven into the soul. How pleasant for the Hebrew to say, our God suffered us to hunger for a moment, and then gave us bread from heaven; he suffered us to thirst, and then gave us water from the granite rock. We feared to expose our feet to the burning sands, but they neither blistered nor swelled. How many are his miracles and mercies, and his mercy endureth for ever.

The recollection of the Hebrews was to extend to their afflictions for comfort, as well as to their mercies. The Lord chastened them as children, because he loved them and sought their good. By the serpents, by the sword, and by the plague, he punished a part to save the whole. Hence in the approaching period, when adversity should be changed for prosperity; when the vine should fill their cups, and the fields crown their tables, the Israelites are charged to remember the goodness and severity of God; to bless him in their feasts, and to fear his holy name. Oh how ignorant, how mean is that man, when a little prosperity turns his brain, and displays the pride and vanity of his heart. He is unworthy of the bounties of providence, and they shall soon forsake him. Yet such is the character of vain and giddy man. Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked; he forgot the rock from whence he was hewn; but when oppressed for his sin, when weeping by the waters of Babylon, he said, “If I forget thee, oh Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning; if I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth.”

It is here declared, and with a high voice, that if Israel, through the enjoyment of vineyards, cattle and corn, and through the increase of gold and silver, should forget the Lord, and worship Baal, then they should surely perish; and the Lord would destroy them, as he had destroyed the seven devoted nations. And these were more than words; they were sad prophecies of what afterwards actually came to pass. Read, oh read the sad accomplishment of these predictions, in the Second book of Chronicles, and the last chapter. Be warned, oh my soul, by the words of this venerable prophet. Be warned, oh antinomian age, of the dangers attendant on riches and commerce, on conformity to the world, and lukewarmness in the faith. Be warned, oh age, which makes problems of the gospel, which sports with infidelity, and almost totally disremembers the new covenant sealed with the blood of Christ. He who destroyed or banished the Canaanites; he who made Israel a desolation, he who removed the candlestick from Asia by the Saracens, and punished the apostasy of the church in Europe, by the Goths and Vandals, still lives. Out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword with two edges, and his sceptre is a rod of strength. Who would not fear thee, thou King of saints! 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-29
Deuteronomy 9:1. This day; at this time, or in the course of a month. Day is often used in scripture for the whole of a man’s life, for a season, and for a short time.

Deuteronomy 9:19. I was afraid of the anger and hot displeasure. To this text St. Paul refers, Hebrews 12:21. The fire on mount Sinai terrified the people at the promulgation of the law; but we do not read that Moses was terrified till God testified his anger by some most vivid appearance of the fire because of the calf. So alarmed was Moses at the sight, that he ceased to pray for Israel, and hasted to destroy the idol.

Deuteronomy 9:20. I prayed for Aaron. Many a one would die for his sin, if he had not a brother or friend to stand in the gap, and pray for him. And if the Lord so often, as in Deuteronomy 9:27, yielded to the name of Abraham, and Isaac, because of his covenant; how much more will he yield to the name of his beloved Son?

REFLECTIONS.
This chapter opens by assuring the Israelites, that the Lord would pass over Jordan in the ark of his strength, as an armed man and captain general of the host. He promises anew that he would vanquish the nations, destroy the giants, and give his people possession of the fenced cities. How happy are they who have God for their defence. What has Zion to fear from the proud, the great, the wicked of the earth. If the Lord look at them through his fiery cloud, they are confounded, they perish and die, like the daring host of Egypt. If God be for us, it is not who can stand before the children of Anak, but who can stand before Omnipotence?

Israel, elated with these hopes, are cautioned not to glory in the privileges of grace, as though they were the rewards of their own righteousness. These privileges came because of God’s good pleasure to make carnal Israel a type of spiritual Israel; because of the promise and oath made to Abraham, and because of the wickedness of the seven devoted nations. Learn then, oh my soul, to know that all thy righteousness is as filthy rags; and that all thy favours and salvation are conferred, because God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son. How apt is man to forget his sins, and to remember his supposed virtues. That the Israelites might never dream of national merit, they are faithfully reminded of their five leading revolts. Remember, and forget not, how thou provokedst the Lord thy God in the wilderness. The revolt at Horeb when the calf was adored, and when the whole nation was on the verge of destruction, is placed in full view. The burning at Taberah, the pestilence at Massah, the graves at Kibroth, and the sentence at Kadesh to die in the desert, are adduced as national punishments for national sins. Ministers of the gospel have here a fine model of argument for humbling an audience by the recollection of their sins, and of beating down the rising sentiments of pharisaical pride. Why fear to trace the sinner’s conscience for forty years! If the portrait is fairly presented, if the features are studied and recognized, surely he cannot be offended because the likeness is striking. And if he be offended, he must be more offended still with his own heart, which will continue to repeat the sermon, with all the emphasis of irresistible evidence.

In boldly charging home the old guilt of national sin, Moses carefully avoids every vestige of personal aspersion. Nothing but impartiality must exist at the bar of God, and nothing but love must act in the pulpit. Preachers must be prudent in the sanctuary, and never make the terrors of God subservient to private antipathies. A fault of this nature is a stain on the glory of the ministry.

In Moses, who was twice forty days and nights on the mount with God, and neither ate nor drank, we have a striking example of the purity and glory of the celestial society; and of what the Lord will do for the bodies and souls of all his saints. The happiness there is, not that of corruptible meats and drinks, but angelical and pure. The soul is filled with open visions of God, the countenance is irradiated with lustre, and the whole man qualified for divine converse, and the purest services of heaven. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-22
Deuteronomy 10:6. Mosera: there Aaron died. In Numbers 20:28; Numbers 33:38-39, we read that Aaron died in mount Hor, which was seven days’ journey from Moseroth. This place is full of difficulties. Why are Aaron and Levi mentioned here at all? Because they were the guardians of the ark, and of the tables mentioned above; and because the Lord had pardoned Aaron. The difficulty respecting the place of Aaron’s death is thus accounted for by some—that Israel, intimidated by the advantages king Arad had gained over them, Numbers 21., made a retrograde movement towards Egypt, and came twice to the same place, which is not improbable. Consequently, they understand mount Hor to be situate in the district of Mosera. Others distinguish Beroth-bene-Jaakan from Bene-Jaakan, and Mosera from Moseroth, because Moseroth-bene-Maakan is Kadesh, the thirty second encampment; but Bene-Jaakan was the twenty seventh encampment. Numbers 33:31. Therefore from this place they came to Mosera, or mount Hor, where Aaron died. So far Poole’s Synopsis of the critics. But Kennicott, confident of a defect in the Hebrew copy, follows the Samaritan pentateuch, which clears up all the difficulty. He translates the passage as under. “And the children of Israel journeyed from Moseroth, and pitched in Bene-Jaakan: from thence they journeyed, and pitched in Hagidgad: from thence they journeyed, and pitched in Jothathah, a land of rivers of water: from thence they journeyed, and pitched in Ebronah: from thence they journeyed, and pitched in Ezion-Gaber: from thence they journeyed, and pitched in the wilderness of Zin, which is Kadesh: from thence they journeyed, and pitched in mount Hor, and there Aaron died.” Thus the whole is harmonized to entire satisfaction.

Deuteronomy 10:8. The Lord separated the tribe of Levi. The service of the sanctuary would be better done by a select order of men. The firstborn of all Israel would have been too numerous for the work, and they could not have been spared from their duties at home. This smallest tribe was a figure of the church, which is a royal priesthood.

REFLECTIONS.
Moses having spoken freely of Israel’s sin; proceeds now to treat of their restoration. He marks the great mercy of God in restoring the broken tables of the law. Fallen man, haughty in mind, and actuated by a daring spirit of independence and self-love, opposes the restraints of passion, and refuses submission to any authority less than divine. Hence the penal statutes of all christian nations should be modelled after the divine code, that the wicked may fear a greater punishment than the magistrate can inflict.

But this most singular circumstance of both the tables lying broken on the ground, and profanely thrown aside, though written with the finger of God, should remind us how we have profanely trampled all the ten words of heaven under our feet, and caused the fire of God’s anger so to burn as ought to cause the sinner exceedingly to fear and quake. And let us never cease to mourn for past folly, and pray the Lord to renew and restore to us a fair copy of his law, by writing it on our hearts.

The tables being restored, Moses marks next, that Aaron and Levi were restored, for all Israel by the revolt of the calf had forfeited their covenant. Unless we have a ministry provided to nourish and feed our souls with wholesome food, we can neither abide in Christ, nor retain the law. They who by negligence slight the ordinances of God, slight the author of the ordinances; and he is jealous of his glory and of his people’s affections.

The legislator of Israel having rehearsed the leading transactions of the desert, and filled his soul, while speaking, with the grandeur and glory of the moral, the civil, and ceremonial code, sums up the whole in the sublimest language and most impressive applications. And now Israel, what doth the Lord. require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, and to love him with all thy heart and soul. Scorning a mere ceremonial service, a congregational purity, he directs that all obedience should proceed from love; that circumcision should be that of the heart, Romans 2:28; and that the elders should execute judgment and afford protection to the widow, the orphan and the stranger. In a word, that obedience should in every view be spiritual and holy. His mind, in a moment, seems to be filled with the end of the law; to transport itself to evangelical times, and to associate with Christ when expounding this law on the mount to the multitudes. Let all men aim at love, which is the end of the commandments; and let ministers especially, after unfolding the purity of the precept, lead the sinner to the hope set before him; and enforce compliance by the grandeur of God. Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens are the Lord’s, the earth and all its fulness. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-32
Deuteronomy 11:10. Water it with thy foot. Egypt was watered periodically by the overflowing of the Nile; and the husbandman, following the retiring waters, sowed his seed. When the droughty season came on, the country being intersected with canals, they watered the corn with machines worked by the foot. The overflowing of rivers is finely improved in the sacred writings. “Thou visitest the earth and waterest it, thou greatly enrichest it with the river of God.” Psalms 65:9. Of the increase of divine wisdom, the author of Ecclesiasticus says, “He maketh understanding to abound like the Euphrates, and as Jordan in the time of harvest.” Sirach 24:26.

Deuteronomy 11:14. The first rain. This fell in October, when the sun entered the sign of Aquarius, the waterman, and caused the wheat to germinate. The barley was sown about the winter solstice, and reaped after a hundred days; that is, after Easter. The latter rain fell in March, and fed and nourished the corn while eating.

Deuteronomy 11:18. A sign upon your hand. These phylacteries were of use to make the scriptures known: we do not need them now, having bibles almost in every house, which are read daily in christian families.

Deuteronomy 11:24. From the wilderness and Lebanon; that is, east of Lebanon, and south-west, as far as the brook Bezor, going to Egypt. This describes the kingdom of Israel as in the days of Solomon. The boundaries of nations once settled, ought to prevent war for aggrandizement and conquest. The whole of the small kingdom of Damascus was included in the grant, because the words are, from the river Euphrates: yet they never possessed it, but were often annoyed by its wars.

Deuteronomy 11:30. Beside the plains of Moreh. The readings vary here. The Septuagint reads, “Near the tall oak.” The Samaritan version after Moreh, adds an expletive, “before Sichem,” which was necessary, in order that a stranger might identify the spot. See note on Genesis 13:18.

REFLECTIONS.
This chapter opens with a charge deduced from the preseding discourse to love the Lord, and to keep his statutes and judgments. The charge is farther enforced by an appeal to a nation of men who were eye-witnesses of the plagues of Egypt, of the overthrow of Pharaoh and his host in the sea, and of the visitations of heaven on their fathers for their sins. What an argument for the truth of revealed religion, what a stroke at infidelity, what conviction must it not have conveyed to the audience, and proofs of a particular providence! Could any consideration more effectually command the obedience of the future age, than such a review of the past? Vain and giddy man, alive to his passions and interest, but forgetful of God and futurity, needs the high imposing hand of revelation, sealed by the visitations of providence, frequently to be set before him, to perpetuate in his heart the fear of the Lord.

Obedience is farther pressed by the consideration, that the promised land exceeded Egypt, in regard to hills and vales; refreshing rains, wholesome fountains, and salubrity of climate; for the country they had left, however fertile, where the Nile overflows, was in other parts nearly a total desert. Its towns during the rainy season were inundated with water, and during the drought the inhabitants were exhausted with the labour of watering the corn. And if this argument was forcible with Israel, how much more should the infinitely glorious rest of heaven induce us to obey the gospel, which calls us to an inheritance which fadeth not away. Revelation affords us an open view, to wean our affections from the world, and join them to the Lord.

The Israelites are next charged, not only to treasure up the divine precepts, but to teach them diligently to their children, long life being promised to obedience. Children, whether Hebrew or Christian, are born with propensities to stray like the wild ass’s colt. If not early initiated into the knowledge and discipline of the Lord, they would all become as the Indian or Arabian race. This is a subject of the last importance to the cause of God, and it must be admitted that the primitive church far excelled us in the care of children. In the higher walks of life, boys are taught to read the ancient and modern classics, the productions in general of profane and infidel men. Youth readily imbibes sentiments so refined, and glows with emulation to imitate the morals and conduct of a favourite hero. But the morals of that hero may be ruinous to youth, and ruinous to a nation. For instance, Æneas escaped from Troy with the fragments of a fleet. Dido, queen of Carthage, received him into her port and into her palace, with the most refined hospitality. She loved him, she gave him her hand at the altar, and made him her superior in the throne. Yet he almost instantly abandoned her to shame and grief, to seek a more romantic fortune on the Italian shores. All this ingratitude and crime Virgil paints in the most enchanting language, and without the slightest censure; nay, he sanctifies this foulest of deeds by a mandate from the gods! What effect are systems of this nature, early imbibed by youth, likely to produce on the morals of a court. What can we expect from an age ignorant of the bible, and licentious by principle, but dissipation, seduction, and divorce.

Among the children of the poor, the cause of alarm is scarcely less than among the great. Our flourishing ports and manufacturing towns have attracted a multitude of people, who being known in the narrow circles only of domestic society, scarcely dream that they have a moral character to sustain. Add to this, we see a thousand smiling factories, ornaments indeed to our country, and blessings to the poor; but the proprietors, wholly absorbed in the idea of realizing a fortune and distinguishing their name, seldom deign to consult the morals of the poor. They turn males and females upon the same floor, and daily expose them to all the insolence of language, and power of temptation: and what are the consequences? Surely, except the Lord had left us a remnant, we had been as Sodom, or like unto Gomorrah. Surely, except the Lord had latterly revived religion, and inclined the hearts of his people to establish Sunday schools to preserve a part of the rising age from the mass of corruption, the cause of morality had been overwhelmed by the inundation of vice. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-32
Deuteronomy 12:5. The place which the Lord shall choose. No place is here named; for the Lord was content, and most significantly, to dwell in the tent. He sojourned in the desert; and afterwards removed his abode to Gilgal, to Shiloh, to Nob, and to Jerusalem, which he chose by the falling of fire from heaven. 1 Chronicles 21:26. In all these places he recorded his name; and the people usually looked towards his holy place when they called on his name.

Deuteronomy 12:17. Thou mayest not eat the tithe of thy corn. The tithe was assigned to the levites, out of which they gave a tenth part to the priests. Numbers 18:21. Yet one part of the tithe was consumed in the sacred festivals, in which the worshipper participated. Tobit 1:7.

REFLECTIONS.
Having already spoken of the commands to destroy the Canaanites, let us fix our eye on the place so frequently mentioned in this book, which God would choose for the residence of his ark and of his glory. Heaven most assuredly is the city and habitation of the Most High: there his temple and altar abide for ever. Carnal Israel being a figure of God’s spiritual Israel, it was requisite that their worship should bear a resemblance to the heavenly glory. Hence they must have but one altar, but one highpriest, but one sanctuary. This restriction did not extend to the devotional exercises of prayer and praise, and public instruction; for these purposes synagogues were erected in every city. But the christian church, having their altar and their Saviour in heaven, and being a nation of priests, may everywhere offer up the sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving, and everywhere worship the Father in spirit and in truth.

Though the patriarchal liberty of sacrificing in any place was now removed; yet Israel acquired advantages by the change, which more than compensated for its loss. By bringing all their victims to one altar, care would be taken that no corruptions, no deviations should tarnish the glory of the ritual code, and render the service displeasing to God. No vestige of idolatry, no superstitious practices would be allowed to degrade the altar of JEHOVAH. By approaching him three times a year in his chosen residence, and between the more laborious periods of agricultural toil, they would be preserved from idleness, and all its consequences; for the Jews were never distinguished as a commercial people. They would derive superior instruction, for the liberty of prophesying and teaching was fully allowed. They would in fine become acquainted with all the great and good men of every tribe, and be united by the bonds of sacred and national affection.

This injunction to present oblations and victims only in one place, is not however to be understood as restrictive of the Almighty on special occasions. Few dispositions in religion have a worse effect than to be narrow and uncharitable in our views. The Lord accepted the sacrifice of Gideon. Judges 6. The levites offered kine on a stone in Bethshemesh, which was a complicated breach of the law. 1 Samuel 6. Samuel also offered a sucking lamb in Mizpeh. 1 Samuel 7. David at the threshingfloor of Araunah, and Elijah on mount Cannel, indulged the same liberty, and with the divine approbation. 2 Samuel 24 :1 Kings 18. It follows of course, that the church of Christ, a blessed and fruitful mother, is not to be too straitlaced with the cords of discipline. In revivals of religion, and on extraordinary occasions, God often works in an extraordinary way. But while we invariably adhere to the doctrine of Christ, let us abide as near as possible by the apostolic discipline of the church. From the divine laws, and the diligent worship of the Israelites, christians may learn how assiduous they should be to improve the abundant means of grace they have always at hand. They who are most constant in the courts of the Lord, are generally found to have the sincerest love for his cause. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-18
Deuteronomy 13:6. If the son of thy mother entice thee. Brother and brethren being often vague words, in this case of spiritual wickedness, the culprit must be identified. Seduction to idolatry was a sin of total ruin.

Deuteronomy 13:7. One end of the earth, should be translated, one end of the land.

Deuteronomy 13:13. Children of Belial. Benii Belijahal, most wicked men, who know not the Lord. νους παρανομων, children of the transgressors of the law; and elsewhere, “children of the devil.”

Deuteronomy 13:16. Burn with fire the city. Oh Rome! Oh Rome! Here is thy sentence also, while worshipping a wafer god. “The kings shall burn thy flesh with fire.” Revelation 17:16. Let the protestant also beware of the latent idols in his heart.

REFLECTIONS.
Having in the preseding chapter prohibited every altar, except the one consecrated by the holy fire, Moses proceeds now to pass sentence of death on any man who should dare to seduce their friends or their country to idolatry. And surely he deserved to die, who should induce Israel to forfeit their covenant, and incur the most signal vengeance of heaven.

The first and most dangerous character in the church of God is the false and fanatical prophet. Israel having received a new edition of the patriarchal or old religion from heaven, would hardly be induced to follow another without some pretended revelation. This character, despising reason, for visions from heaven and superior illumination, whom no reason or argument could reclaim, was to be tried at the bar of reason, and his own predictions admitted in evidence against him; a most impartial mode of trial. Of this test the true prophets were not afraid; for they never assumed that high office till compelled by a divine impetus. In the present age, the true religion has not less cause of fear from visionary prophets than in the age of Moses. If we cautiously review the conduct and consequences of the German, the French, and British prophets, we shall cordially subscribe to what is here asserted. Yet we must not limit the Most High, or diminish the riches of spiritual gifts at any time shed down on holy men. None can deny but the Holy Spirit, or our guardian angel may, on many occasions, suggest a thought, or inspire a dream for a man’s safety; yet we may safely affirm that our prophets, so called, are more or less afflicted with religious melancholy. Pride prompts them to pry into futurity; and a heated imagination takes its own reveries for converse with angels, and visions from on high. Yea, Satan himself, taking advantage of their affliction, is not wanting to exalt their fame, and delude the weak and wondering crowd. And what are the consequences? When all their predictions prove untrue, the affrighted populace become indignant, the infidels triumph, and real faith in God’s word is derided as credulity. But what is most distressing is, a multitude of singular people in every age, who instead of seeking purity of heart and righteousness of life, suffer themselves to be led away with empty visions and lying wonders. And as arguments have no effect in reclaiming the infatuated, all the world being either blind or accursed but themselves, let us neither hear them speak, nor read their books.

Sentence is next denounced against the near kinsman or bosom friend, who should attempt to seduce an Israelite from his God. Brother must not conceal the sin of brother, nor must any treason against God and his covenant be concealed in Israel. The crime must be immediately communicated to the magistrate. God is nearer to us than father or mother, brother or sister. Whoever tempts us to wickedness, attempts to murder our soul by alienating it from God. Let us expose the designs of that man to our friends, that by mutual counsel and comfort we may reject the temptation with indignation.

The city also which should suffer itself to be seduced to idolatry by the lawless sons of Belial was to be accursed, and treated as Jericho. But before the armed tribes inflicted the tremendous vengeance, the rabbins say that two elders were sent to expostulate with them, and draw them if possible to repentance. Is our country crowded with the sons of Belial, who blaspheme the name of God, who despise marriage, and indulge in every crime? Are we in danger like Israel, in these sad cases, of forfeiting the covenant of God’s protecting mercy by supineness towards the delinquents because of their number, or of becoming partakers of their sin by a base connivance? Then without delay, those alehouses should be regulated, and the haunts of infamy made desolate as houses accursed of God and man. Then would our country have confidence towards heaven, and claim all the promises of divine protection. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-29
Deuteronomy 14:1. Ye shall not cut yourselves—for the dead. Jeremiah mentions the not paying these honours to the dead as a punishment: Jeremiah 16:6. It was once a general custom among the heathen, for the males and females to cut off their hair and bury it with a deceased father. The Israelites, it is evident, in adolatrous times, adopted almost every custom of the heathens. Hence, says the prophet, Jeremiah 48:37, when alluding to the destruction of his country by the Babylonians, “Every head shall be bald, and every beard clipped: upon all hands shall be cuttings, and upon the loins sackcloth.” The Arabs have long been noticed for cutting their flesh for the dead, and following the corpse with dreadful shrieks. The native Irish retain something of this custom still. About every two minutes, while following a corpse, the women raise a sudden and terrific yell; and in the intervals between the cries, they amuse themselves by looking at the shop- windows. The people of Otaheite carry these customs to great excess. See Wilson’s Missionary Voyage.
Deuteronomy 14:5. The hart. Every species of the deer is implied. The wild ox is the buffalo, a native of all the continents. The pygarg is a species of the goat, but the chamois is difficult to ascertain. Bochart calls it the Rupicapra, or goat that skips on the rock, as a roe in the plains. It has a slender back, and upright horns, hooked at the end. Behind each ear there is a large orifice in the skin, the forehead is white, along the cheeks is a dusky bar, the rest of the body is of a deep brown colour. The tail is short, the hoofs are long and much divided. The difficulty of identifying what animal is here meant, arises from the Septuagint, and most other versions having rendered it the Camelopard. This latter animal has short straight horns covered with hair, in the forehead there is a tubercle about two inches high, resembling a third horn. The height from the crown of the head to the soles of the forefeet is usually seventeen feet, and from the top of the rump to the bottom of the hind feet only nine. The length of the body is seven, and from the withers to the loins only six feet.—Pennant. Hence, as this is a scarce animal, the chamois seems more likely to be the true reading.

Deuteronomy 14:6. Cheweth the cud. Oxen, sheep, &c. for want of the upper fore- teeth, cannot perfect the mastication of their food, and the operation would keep them too long upon their feet. Hence the Creator has provided them with an upper stomach, that reposing on the grass they may chew their food small at ease.

Deuteronomy 14:13. The glede. See Leviticus 11. Though it is not possible to identify some species of the animals and fowls mentioned by Moses; yet no difficulty arises to the conscience of a Jew, for the genus or class is well understood.

Deuteronomy 14:19. Every creeping thing that flieth. The bat is here included, of which the English seems the smallest species. They bring forth young, and give suck like the mouse; but otherwise they approach the character of birds. They fly at night, when their enemies are asleep.

Deuteronomy 14:23. The tithe of thy corn. See on Deuteronomy 26:12.

REFLECTIONS.
The distinction between meats clean and unclean, seems to have existed from the first permission of man to eat flesh. Attention was paid to it when the animals were selected for the ark. Providence, ever watchful of human happiness, here prescribes the more wholesome animals for food. It is a fact sufficiently attested that scrophulous and other kindred diseases prevail chiefly in large towns and manufacturing districts, where there is a greater consumption of the less nutricious kinds of animal and vegetable food, than in more healthy parts of the country: and if providence have expressed its care over man in this way, let us assiduously seek for the soul the wholesome food of sound doctrine and evangelical truth, then shall we grow thereby to the health of everlasting life. For the kingdom of God is not in meats and drinks, but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-23
Deuteronomy 15:1. A release of all debts, as well as of servitude, at the end of the sixth year, to the poor who cannot pay. This is much the same as the English law of cancelling bookdebts at the end of six years. The insolvent poor ought not to be kept forever in despair. The creditor knows the law.

Deuteronomy 15:4. Save when there shall be no poor among you. This reading seems to contradict the eleventh verse: for the poor shall never cease. The margin must therefore be the true reading; “to the end that there be no poor among you.” The Septuagint reads, “For none shall be poor among you.” If the Israelites had continued in covenant with God, he would have superseded poverty by the abundance of his blessings. Le Clerc’s conjectures, that the debt was only forborne to be asked during the sabbatical year, and that the manumission of servants was but for that year, appear to be rash and unfounded. They contradict many other texts, which are extremely clear on this subject. See Deuteronomy 15:3. By the jubilee, the Lord graciously guarded the Hebrews against pauperism.

Deuteronomy 15:12. If thy brother be sold, be put apprentice for a trade, or sold for a debt by sanction of the judges.

REFLECTIONS.
The character of the Hebrew law is all humanity, dignified with equity. It was most assuredly calculated to make the nation holy, happy, and independent. It uniformly discovers a compassion worthy of God, and inspires a humanity worthy of his people. To remit the claim of small debts at the entrance of the seventh or sabbatical year, was a gracious and an encouraging regulation for the poor: for if the poor man had any property, or means of refunding his debt, the creditor had full liberty to enforce the payment. But when the seventh year commenced, there being little labour in the fields, it became impossible for the poor to pay, and divine in the creditor to forgive. In this view the legislative wisdom and humanity of our own country are highly commendable, in making book debts, under certain restrictions, unclaimable after six years. Let us learn also from these divine precepts to forgive injuries, and to love one another; for this is the spirit of the whole law. God accounts what is given to the poor as given to himself; and he here pledges his promise to repay in personal wealth and national prosperity. “Thou shalt lend unto many nations, but thou shalt not borrow; thou shalt reign over many nations, but they shall not reign over thee:” Deuteronomy 15:6. Whatever is given to the poor is so much treasure stored in heaven; yet the reward is not reckoned of debt, but of grace.

When a Hebrew was waxen poor, his land being already sold till the jubilee, and when he would ask a little aid of his rich neighbour that he might eat bread, that neighbour is forbidden to harden his heart; and on the contrary, he is enjoined to open his hand liberally towards him. The poor of the land have therefore a divine claim to ask bread of the rich: they are the Lord’s creatures, and afflicted with infirmities, burdened with families, or weakened with age. They have for the most part served in the families of the rich; they have cultivated their lands, or wrought in their factories. The earnings of youth, if not dissipated by folly, have been expended in raising up a family; and consequently their feeble age, as well as their orphan children, have claims on the public. To suffer them to languish and die of hunger, is to bring innocent blood on the land; and God will avenge their cause when they cry to him. Pure and undefiled religion before God the Father, is to visit the widow and fatherless in their affliction: and again, it is more blessed to give than to receive.

Of the manumission of servants, reference is made to Leviticus 25.; and the Lord who commanded the Israelites to borrow, or ask of the Egyptians gold and other valuables, still preserved the law: he would not allow the Hebrew servant to go out empty, and destitute of means to procure his bread. So when Jesus makes a soul free from the fetters of sin, he adorns and enriches it with his grace: and the more a man’s heart is filled with the love of God, the more it is expanded in compassion to all mankind. 

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-22
Deuteronomy 16:3. Bread of affliction, unleavened bread; for while the Egyptians afflicted them, they had not time to prepare their food in a proper manner.

Deuteronomy 16:10. The feast of weeks; from the barley harvest at Easter to Whitsunday, or Pentecost, which lasted only one day, was seven weeks. After this feast the people returned to reap the wheat harvest.

Deuteronomy 16:13. After that thou hast gathered in thy corn. Aristotle in his book of Ethics, (lib. 8. cap. 9) says, “the ancient assemblies and conventions for sacrifices were made after the fruits of the earth were reaped, being a time of the greatest leisure and repose.”

Deuteronomy 16:16. Three times a year. The druids, on the first of May, seem to have assembled the males of their whole tribe or nation, somewhat as the Hebrews. It was a wise law to get the people well instructed at the more leisure seasons of the year; else they might have been idle and wicked, having little foreign trade.

REFLECTIONS.
The passover slain on leaving Egypt, in the houses of the Hebrews, and the blood sprinkled on the doorposts, must now, to promote the solemnity of the sacrifice, and cut off every cover of idolatry, be slain at the door of the tabernacle. In all things let us approach our Maker in the way he has prescribed, that our devotion may be accepted.

The festivals, after tracing the wonderful works of the Lord, are recited, that the recollection of those works might never die, and that the spirit of religion might be kept alive throughout all ages by the exercises of devotion. Our mercies are many, our privileges great, and the recollection of what God has done for us should excite us to renewed obedience.

The appointment of paternal judges in the gate, or chamber over the gate of every city, was a gracious act of divine wisdom. Quarrels and frauds were hereby quickly adjusted by men of wisdom and experience, who could easily acquire the fullest local information. Venerable judges resident in the same town, and having to face the equity of their decisions, would be impartial. Approach to their courts would neither be expensive, nor attended with much loss of time. The equity and dispatch with which cases were decided would prevent bad passions from corroding the heart; and bad men would be deterred from crimes by the speedy execution of justice. Hence we must regard the magistrates, and the municipal authorities, as ministers of God whose commissions are derived from the source of all power and authority. Whether their election proceeds from the prince, or from the people, the sanction is divine. And we may be assured, as all human decisions are imperfect, that God hath appointed a day in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by Jesus Christ. 

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-20
Deuteronomy 17:3. Either sun or moon. This would be going back to Sabianism, which from the dispersion of Babel became the religion of Asia, as stated in Job 1:15.

Deuteronomy 17:8. A matter too hard for thee in judgment. In cases of capital crimes where evidence was deficient, or not sufficiently clear; as was the case of the two women brought before Solomon.

Deuteronomy 17:18. He shall write him a copy of this law in a book. Being the king’s autograph, the leisure of the transcription would make it clear to his understanding, impress it on his memory, and conciliate his esteem for divine truth. So our Alfred employed his leisure.

REFLECTIONS.
Having already spoken of the punishments to be inflicted on the Israelites who should apostatize to idolatry, the first object which strikes us here is, the care that God took to purge his people from crimes where obscurity in the case might supersede justice. He provided seventy judges or rulers, the Urim and Thummim, besides the aid of extraordinary prophets, that no iniquity might be allowed among his people. And he who resisted the sentence, resisted God, and was accounted worthy of death: no nation, and no religious community can be happy, where judgment is not impartially administered.

Moses foresaw in the Spirit, that the age would come when Israel would ask a king, and therefore, in that case, he prescribes him laws of wisdom, temperance and moderation. The people were certainly happy in their theocracy. The interior of the country was regulated by the sanhedrim, and the exterior defended by Joshua and others in succession. But chasms occurred in which Israel had neither general, nor arms, nor force. At such times they became an easy prey to weaker nations, who often invaded their country. Great indeed are the blessings of a regular, wise, permanent government, where the king is beloved as the father of his people. They have protection in the throne; they glory in his glory; they enjoy the fruits of their labour without molestation and rapine. This prince, in whose happiness the happiness of the empire was involved, was not to assume regal dignity, by abusing the trusts of military command: he was to be nominated of God, anointed by the senior prophet, and sanctioned by the people. The prince so elected was the vicegerent of God, and the father of his people. He was to transcribe a copy of the law, and govern the country in conformity to it. A prince whose minority is distinguished by a religious education and religious virtues, is highly auspicious to a nation.—The king was not to oppress his people by the accumulation of wealth, and by maintaining a vast force of cavalry. Every man of Israel, within a certain age, being liable to military duty, there was no need of marshal parade. Moses spake from experience, and supported his doctrine by example: and as to riches, the Israelites were liberal when called upon for supplies. A prince in the train of Cyrus expressed his surprise that he should distribute all his wealth, instead of hoarding it up like Crœsus and the kings of the east. Cyrus, to convince the prince of his misguided policy, signified to his friends that he wanted a little money. The sums instantly offered were so abundant as to satisfy the strangers that all the riches of the east were at Cyrus’s command.—The king of Israel was not to multiply wives. A crowd of jealous women filling his harem would effeminate his soul, and make him forgetful of every duty he owed to God and the people. The slight indulgences of the holy patriarchs in polygamy were derived from the prevalence of custom, and singular circumstances; assuredly not from the laws of God. And if polygamy was to be repressed in a prince, who had pleas of issue for the throne, it is altogether inadmissible in a private person; and Christ has said of divorce for a new marriage, “From the beginning it was not so.” Add to this, that the vengeance of God has often attended the issue of inordinate indulgence. Sixty nine of Jerubbaal’s sons were slain by their brother. Judges 9. And Ahab’s seventy sons were slain by the elders of Samaria. 2 Kings 10. These are additional motives for the observance of every divine precept, and the fear of the Lord. 

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-22
Deuteronomy 18:1. They shall eat the offerings of the Lord made by fire. The sin- offerings, except the skin and the fat, which were burnt on the altar. The ecclesiastics having relinquished the two great sources of wealth, lands and trade, it was but common justice that the laymen should give the guardians of the altar a suitable supply of food and raiment for them and their families.

Deuteronomy 18:10. Useth divination. One who attempts to discover secrets in a supernatural way. The Egyptian magicians pretended to divine by cups, as may be gathered from the pretext of Joseph; a very superstitious species of divination. So is the presumptuous prediction of future things. Joshua 13:22. 1 Samuel 6:2.—An observer of times; that is, an observer of vain dreams, clouds, planets, or the flight of birds. All who sacrifice the use of their judgment to this sort of superstitious phantoms, leave God, to walk in the vanity of their minds. No man in covenant with Him who ruleth over heaven and earth, should account either days or times lucky or unlucky for the transaction of his affairs.—An enchanter. One who, according to poets, divines by means of serpents.—A witch. Le Clerc renders this term hariolus, a soothsayer. It occurs in Daniel 2:2, and Malachi 3:5; and is thought to import imprecations of evil to men, beasts, &c.

Deuteronomy 18:11. A charmer. One who pretends to produce supernatural effects by words of incantation; or one who could allure serpents by imitations of their calls, and thereby pretend to divine intercourse with the invisible powers. Psalms 58:5.—A necromancer; a witch or wizard, who has recourse to the souls of the dead. What can be more daring in a mortal; or what more wicked in the sight of God.—A consulter with familiar spirits; one who has an evil genius attending him, who practises oby, as the Hebrew word imports. Exodus 22:18. Leviticus 19:31.

REFLECTIONS.
We find in Deuteronomy 18:8, that if a levite had a house and garden, like the priests, he still had equal claims with his poorer brethren to the provision made by the law for his maintenance. This marks in the fullest sense, that they who preach the gospel should live by the gospel. But while we support the equity of the divine law, we should add, that ministers who have property are bound to set an example of charity before the people. A man of contracted mind, sordid and avaricious, though he should preach like an archangel, will make no lasting impression on the minds of the people.

The Israelites on pain of death were not to have recourse to the diabolical and superstitious practices of divination, uniformly appendant to idolatry. The injunction is equally binding on us. In all common cases of affliction and trouble, the advice and counsel of good men will be quite sufficient; the throne of grace is an adequate source of wisdom and instruction. Let us never desire to know the secrets of providence before the time, nor ever try to know them out of God’s way.

Moses, to comfort the people, and wean them from all propensities to follow the blind ensnaring magic of the heathen, repeats the great promise God made him on Sinai, that the day would come when they should have another prophet like unto him; and so great should be the glory of that prophet, and the plenary character of his mission, that they should need no farther instruction. He could not speak this of a succession of prophets, as some have suggested, for there never was an uninterrupted succession; and the text speaks but of one, which was Christ. So the Jews understood the passage, for they asked John the baptist whether he was that prophet.

Eusebius has admirably illustrated this subject: it here follows, as translated by Dr. Jortin. “Treating of the prophecies concerning Christ, he produces first this of Moses; and then asks which of the prophets, after Moses, Isaiah for instance, or Jeremiah, or Ezekiel, or Daniel, or any other of the twelve, was a lawgiver, and performed things like Moses? Moses first rescued the Jewish nation from Egyptian superstition and idolatry, and taught them the true theology. Christ in like manner was the first teacher of true religion and virtue to the gentiles. Moses confirmed his religion by miracles, and so did Christ. Moses delivered the Jewish nation from Egyptian servitude: Christ delivers mankind from the power of evil demons. Moses promised the holy land, and therein a happy life to those who kept the law; and Christ a better country, that is a heavenly, to all righteous souls. Moses fasted forty days; and so likewise did Christ. Moses supplied the people with bread in the wilderness; and our Saviour fed five thousand at one time, and four thousand at another, with a few loaves. Moses went himself and led the people through the midst of the sea: Christ walked on the sea, and enabled Peter to walk likewise. Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and caused the sea to go back; our Saviour rebuked the wind and the sea, and there was a great calm. Moses’ face shone when he descended from the mount; and our Saviour’s shone like the sun in his transfiguration. Moses by his prayers cured Miriam of her leprosy; Christ with greater power, by a word, healed several lepers. Moses performed wonders by the finger of God; Christ by the finger of God cast out devils. Moses changed Oshea’s name to Joshua; and our Saviour did Simon’s to Peter. Moses constituted seventy rulers over the people; and our Saviour appointed seventy disciples. Moses sent out twelve men to spy out the land; and our Saviour twelve apostles to visit all nations. Moses gave several excellent moral precepts: our Saviour carried them to the highest perfection.”

Dr. Jortin enlarges upon these hints of Eusebius, with several improvements and additions. “Moses in his infancy was wonderfully preserved from the destruction of all the male children: so was Christ. Moses fled from his country to escape the hands of the king: so did Christ, when his parents carried him into Egypt. Afterwards “the Lord said to Moses in Midian, go, return into Egypt; for all the men are dead which sought thy life.” Exodus 4:19. So the angel of the Lord said to Joseph, in almost the same words, Arise, and take the young child, and go into the land of Israel; for they are dead which sought the young child’s life, Matthew 2:20, pointing him out as it were for that prophet who should arise like unto Moses. Moses refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction: Christ refused to be made king, choosing rather to suffer affliction. Moses, says St. Stephen, was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians; and Josephus says that he was a very forward and accomplished youth, and had wisdom and knowledge beyond his years. St. Luke also observes of Christ, that he increased betimes in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man; and his discourses in the temple with the doctors, when he was twelve years old, were a proof of it. Moses contended with magicians, who were forced to acknowledge the divine power by which he was assisted: Christ ejected evil spirits, and received the same acknowledgment from them. Moses was not only a lawyer, a prophet, and a worker of miracles, but a king and priest; in all these offices the resemblance between Moses and Christ was singular. Moses brought darkness over the land: the sun withdrew his light at Christ’s crucifixion. And as the darkness which was spread over Egypt was followed by the destruction of their firstborn, and of Pharaoh and his host; so the darkness at Christ’s death was the forerunner of the destruction of the Jews. Moses foretold the calamities which would befal the nation for their disobedience; so did Christ. The Spirit which was in Moses was conferred in some degree upon the seventy elders, and they prophesied: Christ conferred miraculous powers upon his seventy disciples. Moses was victorious over powerful kings and great nations; so was Christ by the effects of his religion, and by the fall of those who persecuted the church. Moses conquered Amalek by holding up both his hands: Christ overcame his enemies and ours when his hands were fastened to the cross. Moses interseded for transgressors, caused atonement to be made for them, and stopped the wrath of God; so did Christ. Moses ratified the covenant between God and the people, by sprinkling them with blood; so did Christ with his own blood. Moses desired to die for the people, and prayed that God would forgive them, or blot him out of his book: Christ did more, he died for sinners. Moses instituted the passover, when a lamb was sacrificed none of whose bones were broken, and whose blood protected the people from destruction: Christ was that paschal lamb. Moses lifted up the serpent, that they who looked upon it might be healed of their mortal wounds: Christ was that serpent. All Moses’ affection towards the people, all his cares and toils on their account were repaid by them with ingratitude, murmuring and rebellion; the same returns the Jews made to Christ for all his benefits. Moses was ill used by his own family, his brother and sister rebelled against him; there was a time when Christ’s own brethren believed not in him. Moses had a very wicked and perverse generation committed to his care and conduct; and to enable him to rule them, miraculous powers were given to him, and he used his utmost endeavour to make the people obedient to God, and to save them from ruin, but in vain; in the space of forty years they all fell in the wilderness except two. Christ also was given to a generation not less wicked and perverse, his instructions and his miracles were lost upon them; and in about the same space of time, after they had rejected him, they were destroyed. Moses was very meek above all men that were on the face of the earth; so was Christ. The people could not enter into the land of promise, till Moses was dead; by the death of Christ the kingdom of heaven is opened to all believers. In the death of Moses and Christ there is also a resemblance of some circumstances. Moses died, in one sense, for the iniquities of the people; it was their rebellion which was the occasion of it, which drew down the displeasure of God upon them and upon him. Moses went up, in the sight of the people, to the top of mount Nebo, and there he died, when he was in perfect vigour, when his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated. Christ suffered for the sins of men, and was led up, in presence of the people, to mount Calvary, where he died in the flower of his age, and when he was in his full natural strength. Neither Moses nor Christ, as far as we may collect from sacred history, were ever sick, or felt any bodily decay or infirmity, which would have rendered them unfit for the toils they underwent; their sufferings were of another kind. Lastly, as Moses a little before his death promised another prophet; so Christ another comforter.” 

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-21
Deuteronomy 19:14. Thou shalt not remove thy neighbour’s landmark. This prohibition was salutary in preserving the public peace; it also extended to the removal of the boundaries between the tribes, as fixed by Joshua; and Josephus adds, the boundaries of the neighbouring nations. Ah, how many are the boundaries which the divine legislator was obliged to fix against the avarice and covetousness of man.

Deuteronomy 19:15. One witness, who is clear and pure, ought to be sufficient. But such is the party wickedness of men, and such their malice, that in cases of life and death, it is safer to require two witnesses.

Deuteronomy 19:19. Then shall ye do unto him as he had thought to have done to his brother. This is called a just judgment. Our courts abound with false- swearing, because we allow the perjured to escape punishment: yet they sometimes get exposed in the court.

REFLECTIONS.
In addition to what is said in Numbers 35. respecting the manslayer, it is worthy of remark, that however innocent he might be of wilful murder, his exile was a punishment which tended to make all men cautious of fighting with their neighbours, and very much awed the passions of brutish and vulgar men.

In the prohibition of mitigating the punishment of the murderer, we see the greatness of his crime, which is to be abhorred and detested by all persons who desire to love God, and all his creatures. Nevertheless the kings of Israel exercised the power of pardoning on some occasions. David forgiving the widow’s son of Tekoah, was obliged at the same time to pardon Absalom his son. In the last case the royal clemency was awfully abused; and there are few cases indeed in which it can be exercised with safety to national justice. 

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-20
Deuteronomy 20:5. Hath not dedicated it. David composed the xxxth Psalm for the dedication of his new palace. Good men warmed a new house by devotion.

Deuteronomy 20:9. The officers—shall make captains. The sense of this verse is difficult to gather. The readings vary; but Le Clerc’s translation is to be preferred. “When the heralds have made an end of speaking, the officers in front of the army shall number the troops.” The original word is rendered number in 1 Samuel 13:15; and muster in Isaiah 13:4.

Deuteronomy 20:10. Proclaim peace to it. In the Jugurthine war, Sallust names a city of Africa that had but two hours’ notice of the approach of the Roman armies, and they put every soul to the sword. While Sallust blushes to relate this, he palliates the carnage by saying, it was for the good of the Roman people! This cruelty is common enough in many wars; but the Hebrew lawgiver could not endure it. If the city refused the terms, then the war was placed on equal ground. Yet the spirit of the Messiah’s kingdom is evidently, according to all the prophets, a spirit of concord and peace. Isaiah 9. Micah 4. Zechariah 9. Its aim is to make the earth one family, and Messiah the universal king.

Deuteronomy 20:19. The tree of the field is man’s life, and must not be destroyed. Alexander the Great restrained his army from hurting trees and houses by saying, they are your own property.

REFLECTIONS.
The encouragement afforded to Israel, in this chapter, is equally encouraging to the church of God. They were not to be afraid of their enemies who should exceed them in number, in chariots, and in horses; for the covenant presence of God would ensure success. So if the Lord be for us, what have we to fear from the multitude of our foes? The frowns and smiles of the world, the incitements of the flesh, and the temptations of Satan shall try us in vain, while we retain the Lord on our right hand.

The Israelites, having God for their defence, had no need of severity in raising the levies of war. The heralds, on addressing the army, were to request those to retire who had built a house, and not consecrated it; who had betrothed a wife, as we elsewhere find, and not consummated the marriage; or had planted a vineyard, and had not eaten of its fruits. The fearful and fainthearted were next requested to withdraw; for the man who had not a martial soul was not fit to be intrusted with the defence of his country. In those heralds, ministers of the gospel may learn the duty of exhorting believers to courage and constancy in religion. Let those who love house or land, wife or children more than Christ, keep within the shade of worldly prudence. The man who is not willing, through the strength of grace, to devote his life to God, is not worthy to bear the banner of the cross, and to be intrusted with the honour and glory of the Saviour’s cause.

The nation or host assembled in arms, was next to be enlightened concerning the equity of the war; for God is on the side of equity. A nation may indeed allege equity in the cause of war, and yet be deeply guilty in other views; or it may be the design of providence to suffer a weak people to be for awhile oppressed by the mighty. Be that as it may, those who commence a war should be cautious that their claims are just, and that all amicable endeavours to adjust the disputes have failed before recourse is had to arms. War must in all cases be the dernier resort, or it is hateful to God.

However aggravating the aggressions may be which provoke a nation to vengeance, the war must nevertheless be conducted with humanity. The city when approached must be summoned to surrender: then if the armed men preferred a siege to submission, the contest became life for life: and if the city was taken by assault, the casting away of arms, the bending of knees, the most piercing cries for mercy would have no effect on the furious assailants: they would put them all to the sword, and spare only the women and children. Such are the bitter laws of war, when the contest comes to extremities. In like manner, all daring sinners who despise the overtures of grace, may see the sad situation to which they will shortly be reduced. While they are proceeding in a course of dissipation and insolence against heaven, the God of vengeance approaches, and death is in his train. But his ministers first blow the gospel trumpet; they expostulate; they offer pardon and privilege; they pray and beseech the enemy in Christ’s stead to be reconciled to God. But all overtures of grace are rejected, religion is hooted, and the terrors of justice are despised. Alas, only a small number listen to the gospel, and imbibe its spirit. Well, God is neither weak in power, nor intimidated by the multitude of his foes. He resolutely besieges the wicked by terror of conscience, by affliction of body, and the menaces of future judgment; and if the longsuffering of God which leadeth to repentance be still despised, his arrows shall strike through the heart of his enemies; and because they despised his counsel, and would have none of his reproof, he also will laugh at their calamity, and mock when their fear cometh. Then, in a spiritual view, shall be realized the horrors of a city taken by assault. God will avenge the quarrel of his covenant, and the dissipation of an ungodly age shall end in tragedy of the most instructive kind. 

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-23
Deuteronomy 21:4. A rough valley. The guilt being transferred to the heifer, the slaying it in a cultivated field would have polluted the ground. The Hebrew altar allowed of no victim to be offered there, when the law sentenced it to die. How blasphemous then is the Irish priest, who hears a confession of murder, and for five shillings conceals the sin!

Deuteronomy 21:6-7. All the elders shall wash their hands, and say, Our hands have not shed this blood. The custom of ablution after the shedding of blood seems to have been universal in former ages. See on Genesis 31:19. If a heathen had slain a robber, he purified himself before he entered a temple.

Deuteronomy 21:11. Seest among the captives a beautiful woman—that thou wouldst have for a wife. Moses did not allow her to be touched, without first being lawfully married at a fixed time: and though he allowed of divorce, and of having two wives, Deuteronomy 21:15, it was merely Lex custorum, the law of customs, and nowhere a divine injunction. Divorces, except for adultery, proceeded from “the hardness of their hearts.”

Deuteronomy 21:21. All the men of the city shall stone him. Thousands of parents, yea cities and nations, would have survived, if guilty sons, committing crimes worthy of death, had been stoned. The rape of Helen, as that of the Levite’s concubine, and other crimes, which slowly murder parents, ought in common justice to have been punished with death. It proved very tragic when Eli spared his sons, and David his Amnon.

REFLECTIONS.
Israel being in covenant with God, no crimes could remain unpurged. The sins of the nation were removed evening and morning by the oblation of a lamb, whose body was, in fact, burning night and day upon the altar. The sin also of every secret murder must be purged with the blood of a heifer, a sacrifice adequate to purge the sins of the whole nation. Washing of hands, protestations of innocence, and prayers for pardon must be joined with sacrifice. How precious in the eyes of the Lord is the life of man; and how great the crime of slaying a man, made in the image of God! How happy also is that nation who have magistrates and ministers whose pious care it is to purge the people of crimes, and to turn away the wrath of heaven from their country. The allowance of a full month for a woman taken in war, to mourn for the dead, and purify herself before marriage, teaches us that all persons in trouble ought to be commiserated and indulged; and that the lawless lusts of military triumph are an abomination in the sight of the Lord. Consequently that general who does not deter his men from those crimes, by executing the ringleaders, throws the whole guilt on himself, and on his country. Injustice once sanctioned by the ministers of justice, becomes the last of crimes.

The punishment here denounced against a prodigal, whose vices rendered him insupportable to his own parents, however extraordinary and severe, is highly equitable. If the tender feelings of humanity revolt at the sentence; let our more sober judgment say, what is due to a youth who daily robs his parents, riots in taverns, blasphemes the name of God, and uses violence in the commission of crimes. Shall Eli merely say, Nay, my sons, this is no good report that I hear of you, till the old man loses his mitre, his life, by sparing his guilty sons; and till Israel loses the ark? Rather let us say with Solomon, Whoso curseth father or mother, his light shall go out in obscurity, and the young eagles of the valley shall pick out his eyes. Surely this united kingdom, as well as Israel, is in danger from a multitude of profligate youths. 

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-30
Deuteronomy 22:5. All that do so are abomination to the Lord. The note of Maimonides here is, that men presenting themselves before Venus, appeared partially in female attire; and women presenting themselves before Mars, appeared in armour. Sardanapalus, the last king of Nineveh, was despised by Arbactus for being found in the dress of his queens, and assisting them in spinning.

Deuteronomy 22:8. When thou buildest a new house thou shalt make a battlement, lest waking out of sleep one should fall down and be killed. In the east they often slept on the flat roof of their houses, which was cool and airy; and indeed they lived much there for better air than below.

Deuteronomy 22:10. Thou shalt not plow with an ox and an ass; as the land might then be polluted by unnatural intercourse.

Deuteronomy 22:17. The cloth. Uteri virginalis was given by nature to be the glory of a virgin, and to place her above the tongue of calumny, and the power of malice.

Deuteronomy 22:21. The door of her father’s house. This would add very much shame and anguish to the father, for not having taken better care of his daughter. Wickedness cannot be suppressed without severity of justice; nor can sinners be converted without fervent cooperation with the aids of grace. Hence we learn, that the head of every house was responsible for the preservation of female virtue. Surely this law of the Hebrews was founded in wisdom, and it is worthy of adoption by every other nation.

Deuteronomy 22:22. They shall both of them die. We do not inflict more than a fine, and often with indecent laughter in our courts. But where is the use of letting such characters live. If it be lawful to hang a man for stealing a sheep, it cannot be wrong to hang him for stealing another man’s wife. If our laws be not relax, why is Europe so full of lewdness? The Roman laws, under foul circumstances, punished adultery with death.

REFLECTIONS.
This chapter opens with the law of brotherly kindness; and though the duties are small in themselves, attention to them very much endears the heart of one man to another; whereas the want of these social virtues alienates the affections of neighbours. The man who restores lost property to his brother confers a favour without expense, and proves his heart to be actuated by the love of God.

The tenderness also enjoined towards the little birds, and in fact, towards every irrational creature which God has made, shows that religion should be characterized by humanity and compassion. By the fall we have brought misery enough on the creatures, and we should never augment it by any wanton treatment. One who can feast his ferocious dispositions by cruelty to either bird, beast, or insect, does himself a greater injury than that he inflicts on the helpless creature.

The injunction to build a battlement around the roof of every house, is equally humane; and assuredly it is highly applicable to our collieries, not being ventilated; to our machinery, not properly guarded, which occasion the loss of many lives. Men pursuing their business, and forgetful of danger, are often killed when a small expense would have prevented the calamity. We have before been reminded that sins of ignorance, and sins of negligence require atonement. What guilt then must the proprietors of public works bring upon themselves, by avarice and neglect.

The prohibition of yoking an ox with an ass, the one being much stronger than the other, has the same object of humanity in view. Cruelty is at all times displeasing to God. From this law, it would seem, St. Paul has taken occasion to enforce another on the christian church, and with the most pressing appeals to reason. “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers; for what fellowship hath light with darkness.”

The judicial attestation of a virgin’s purity against the jealous or wicked slander of her husband, and the awful manner in which she was punished, in case she had been profligate in her father’s house, gives us a sanctifying character of the purity of God, and of the holiness he requires of his people. It is assuredly the duty of every woman when tempted, to cry and shame a false lover at once, rather than suffer herself to be ruined for ever. If she was where her cries could not be heard, the law compelled the young man to marry her, and to indemnify the father. The Consistories of Switzerland, we are told by Ostervald, still enforce this law. The elders and ministers of the Kirk of Scotland have very much followed the Swiss; but in England and Ireland we are strangely relaxed. Oh what crimes might be prevented, if all good men would vigorously concur in the suppression of vice and wickedness. An institution should be established for this purpose in every town, which would urge and embolden the magistrates to act, and make the wicked afraid. 

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-25
Deuteronomy 23:1. Shall not enter the congregation. Eunuchs might worship there, as appears from the viiith of Acts; but they could not hold any office. In regard to devotion, God has promised the pious Eunuch a place in his house, and a name better than that of sons and of daughters. Isaiah 56:5.

Deuteronomy 23:3. An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter the congregation. The crime of Baal-peor was a very awful breach; and to this day we find certain crimes of ancestors deeply to affect posterity. Yet they often became proselytes. Judith 14. A woman proselyted to Judaism might marry a Jew, as appears from the case of Ruth, and of others.

Deuteronomy 23:15. The servant escaped from his master. The Jews restrict this precept to the slaves of neighbouring nations; but it obviously tends to discourage slavery, and it exempts a slave from blame in case of making his escape.

Deuteronomy 23:17. No whore—no sodomite. These must be put to death. In the apostate ages of Judea, we find characters of this kind very numerous, which hastened the destruction of the country. If a woman cannot take care of herself, the magistrate ought to do it for her till she can find sureties. It is far cheaper for a nation to keep them in a house of industry, than to allow them to spread their nets in the streets. The Hebrew word rendered “whore,” signifies devoted; as the Babylonian women brought their hire to Venus. Herodotus, Clio.—The LXX read, no “whoremonger,” which seems correct, being joined with the sodomite.

Deuteronomy 23:19. Usury. See Leviticus 25:37.

Deuteronomy 23:25. Thou mayest pluck the ears. This was a humane law towards the afflicted and aged poor; but in our country children should be early apprized, that the like liberties may subject them to penalties.

REFLECTIONS.
If fornicators, idolaters, and all the unclean were thus excluded from the camp of Israel, how much more should all such wicked people be expelled from the church of God. We should never degrade the divine glory, by accounting christian society less holy than the commonwealth of Israel. No man who has committed any known and studied wickedness, is fit to enter the Lord’s house, till he has wept for his sins. The church has most assuredly a right to expel from her communion every one who shall relapse into gross and scandalous sins, and to suspend those who shall be guilty of habitual negligence, and of associating improperly with the carnal world.

The kindness here enjoined to be showed to the Egyptians, notwithstanding the subsequent oppression; and to the Edomites, being the descendants of Esau, in memory of former kindness, shows that gratitude is of everlasting obligation; and happy is the constitution and government of a nation, when strangers prefer it to their native land. Happy also is England to have been so long the asylum of strangers, and the refuge of the distressed. May thy prosperity, oh highly favoured land, be lasting as the heavens and the earth.

The paddle which could easily be unscrewed from the spear, is no small indication of the cleanliness and decency preserved in the camp of Israel; for God was among the people; and we may consequently infer how clean and decent every christian should be in his house, garden, and dress. Our bodies, our families, and our dwellings are the Lord’s: and outward decencies should be but emblems of the greater purity of our desires, and the sincerity of our hearts.

The abhorrence which is testified against bringing the hire of a prostitute into the sanctuary of God, shows that all such characters are under his wrath and indignation; nor can they approach the extremity of his courts, unless it be with the deepest repentance. A wicked man who has the effrontery to appear among the saints with an undaunted countenance, is adding hypocrisy to crime, and preparing for himself the greater condemnation. When a man is not sincere in his approaches to God, he becomes the worst character of humankind. 

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-22
Deuteronomy 24:1. Some uncleanness; not adultery, but leprosy, secret infirmities, or insupportable wickedness. Moses, says our Saviour; because of the hardness of your hearts, suffered you to put away your wives; but from the beginning it was not so. The magistrates executing the writing, would no doubt see the woman invested with all her property, or provided with a maintenance. With us a man may put away his wife for adultery, but he cannot marry another without leave from parliament. Among the Jews divorce was merely permitted, as the less of two evils. Matthew 19:7. Malachi 2:16.

Deuteronomy 24:5. One year, that he may form a family establishment. Then if he afterwards fell in war, he might leave a son to inherit his lot of land. Surely this law was just and humane.

Deuteronomy 24:6. Millstone. The Israelites, like our ancient Britons, used handmills, the construction of which is very simple. The stones are two feet diameter, and four inches thick, cut exactly like the great millstones. The frame on which the nether stone is placed consists of four posts, two of which are three feet high, and the other two are five feet high, with a bar across. The iron spindle resembles that of a razor grinder’s wheel, bended to admit the hand. If the use of these mills were revived, they would save a poor family from sixpense to a shilling per week.

Deuteronomy 24:7. If a man steal any of his brethren he shall die. Never was law more just. Are we not all brethren; have we not all one Father, even God?

Deuteronomy 24:13. Thou shalt deliver him his pledge. The ancient poor were ill clad, and poor indeed: they slept in their one dress, or were covered with it. What then shall we say of christian pawnbrokers; and what shall we think of our courts of conscience. What right have those shop traps, first to trust, and then to distress, the poor?

Deuteronomy 24:16. The fathers shall not die for their children. See Daniel 6:24.

Deuteronomy 24:19. Forgot a sheaf. What is said above of pledges, justifies all the subsequent precepts of mercy. 

REFLECTIONS.
If a man might not receive back a repudiated wife who had since married another man, how holy is the covenant of marriage! And if the parents are holy, the children are also holy, and heirs of life and salvation by the grace of the covenant. They who do not look to the Lord in their marriage, are ignorant of its nature and true glory.

The caution to do all as the priests and levites shall teach, in the ritual service, is enforced by the judgment inflicted on Miriam. There are no sins more resented of heaven than those committed against religion: and if God smote the sister of Moses with the uncleanness of leprosy, how can others expect to escape? Those who oppose the ministers of religion and the elders of the church, in the exercise of their delegated power and holy discipline, will bring upon themselves the discipline of God’s almighty hand.

Next follows a law of humanity to the poor. If a man pledged his upper garment in a morning to buy bread, and if any accident happened to him in the day, that he had no wages at night, his raiment must not be detained. When we aid the poor with a little kindness or loan, the surest way of being repaid is to take the Lord’s bond; then at farthest, we shall be recompensed at the resurrection of the just.

This law of kindness to the poor is next followed by an injunction to masters, not to oppress a servant, but to allow him an indulgent price for labour, that he may procure bread for his family; nor in any case of the like poverty to withhold at night the hire of the day. All crimes committed against the poor, the orphan and the widow, are considered as peculiarly committed against God, who has charged himself with their protection and defence.

The son not being allowed to suffer for the sins of the father, nor the father for the sins of the son, shows the protection which God afforded to the whole Hebrew nation. Justice must be administered according to law, and law must be founded on equity. The Egyptians, the Macedonians, and the Amorites were so cruel as to require these rigours. Though the last nation required the sacrifice of seven of Saul’s sons; yet it is highly probable from David’s compliance, that they had been privy to the massacre of the Gibeonites, occasioned by their father. 2 Kings 21:9; 2 Kings 21:14. How gracious, how pure are thy precepts, oh Lord of Hosts! Write thy law of love deeply on my heart, that I may never depart from the rules of rectitude and truth. 

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-19
Deuteronomy 25:5. If brethren dwell together. Not in the same house, but near each other on the ancient lot of land which the family possessed; for Moses often speaks as though the people were already fixed in the promised land.

Deuteronomy 25:7. If a man like not to take his brother’s wife. With regard to loosing the shoe, the Turks in divorce, allow a woman to turn up her slipper in presence of the court, a silent intimation that her husband has separated himself from her society. The loss of the shoe was a loss of moral rank; it classed a man with the poor, who often walked barefoot.

Deuteronomy 25:11. When two men strive, having first immodestly stripped themselves naked to fight.

REFLECTIONS.
The summary way of punishing crimes not capital was wise and salutary. The offender received his punishment in presence of the magistrate. The soreness of his back would not detain him long from labour, nor would he be corrupted and made worse by long imprisonment. He usually received thirteen strokes from a leathern thong slit into three; hence the public shame would be a greater punishment than the pain of the stripes.

Compassion must extend to animals as well as men. The ox that trod a machine to thrash the corn, must not be muzzled: this would have been a crime against nature. Hence, according to St. Paul, when ministers labour hard in private studies and exercises to give food to the people, they are not to be denied the supply of their wants. If a laborious beast has claims on his master for food, ministers are not less entitled to a remuneration from the people.

We have next the injunction for a younger brother, or the next of kin, who are often called brothers in the scriptures, to marry the widow of his brother who had died without issue. This was an ancient law of the patriarchs, as appears from the case of Tamar. Genesis 38:8. It kept alive the name of his brother; it kept the families together; and preserved the lot of land entire to the same family. These were marriages of prudence, but not enforced against affection; and if God did not claim the right of doing this, no parent should assume more than God. Parents have a right to a negative; they may hinder an imprudent marriage; but to compel a child to marry against inclination, may be productive of serious consequences.

The cutting off the hand of the cruel and immodest woman, is a remarkable case in the Hebrew administration of justice. Here the judges could not follow the law of an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth; but immodesty is hateful in the sight of God and man. And it surely should be the first object of female education to inspire them with delicacy, bashfulness, and all those retiring graces which are the first ornaments of the fair sex: and these are ornaments not only of inestimable value in themselves, but which every poor man may leave as a best legacy to his children.

The law of a just weight and measure is here enforced anew: a man who has recourse to those mean and sordid tricks, chiefly robs the poor, and renders his name odious to the public.

Immediately after the law of weights and measures, follows a repetition of the sentence against Amalek: the murder of the sick and feeble Israelites still cried to heaven. Exodus 17. God put that nation in his balances, and they were still found wanting. They had no repentance, no reformation, nor did they make any overtures of peace to diminish the consequences of their guilt. God had long beheld the declining balance, he had long suspended the blow; but vengeance came at last; and though slow in its approach, it was sudden and tremendous in the execution. 1 Samuel 15. 

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-19
Deuteronomy 26:5. A Syrian ready to perish. The whole Hebrew family came from Mesopotamia, and Jacob repassed the Euphrates with only a staff in his hand. It is good to remember that we rose from the dust, and return to it again.

Deuteronomy 26:12. The year of tithing. In attempting to discuss the doctrine of tithes once for all, it may be proper to premise, that it was the universal custom of the whole patriarchal world, and of all the early gentile nations, to give the tenth of their fruits and the firstlings of their flocks to the Lord. This is obvious from Abraham’s giving the tenth of his captured spoil to Melchizedek, Genesis 14:20; and from Jacob, who vowed to give his tenths to the Lord, which were partly consumed on the altar, and chiefly eaten by himself and the poor as a religious festival. Genesis 28:22. The Persians also gave the tenths, as appears from many passages in Xenophon’s Cyropædia, which assert that Cyrus would never suffer his immense spoils to be divided, till the priests had taken their share. A multitude of quotations may be found in Critical Commentators from Greek writers, which prove that this was the universal practice and custom of all the east: consequently the spirit of the doctrine is of full force and everlasting obligation. This question, in our advanced state of agriculture, being very interesting; the following may be stated as the result of a careful examination of several critical writers on the principal passages which require the payment of tithes.—It is agreed on all hands that the Jews gave the tithe as above to the Lord; out of which the priest took a tenth of the tithe, or a hundredth part of the increase of the whole land; and the levites had the nine parts. This the people gave besides all their sin-offerings, their peace-offerings, gifts, &c. If on account of the distance of the way to Shiloh, and afterwards to Jerusalem, a person turned his tithe into money, he was required to add a fifth part thereto; because a modus being in favour of the farmer, the Lord must have his full and perfect right. “Will a man rob God?” Now, besides this tithe, besides these freewill offerings, most of the christian divines contend, that there was a second general tithing throughout all Israel of the tenths, which for two years was eaten before the Lord in his holy place, and the third year it was eaten at home by the levites and the poor. They quote in favour of this second tithing, Exodus 23:19. Leviticus 27:30-31. But both these texts most evidently refer to the regular tithe of the priests and levites. Our Richard Ward, (anno 1640) quotes MOSES ROTSENS, fol. 199, Colossians 3, to say, that in doubtful things, as mint, anise, and cummin, the sanhedrim decreed, that a second tithe should be paid. Matthew 23:23. No proof appears however, of a second general tithing, so confidently asserted. And it may be asked, considering the small part of the Israelites who went up to the temple, and admitting them to stop in all fifteen days at the three feasts, how could they eat the tenth part of the produce, besides all their other offerings? It may also be enquired, whether the levites had double tithe; for in the third year they were to eat in the houses of the people, in common with the poor. Now these assertions concerning a double tithe eaten at home the third year, as in the two other years before the Lord, flatly contradict the letter of scripture, which says, that the people did eat the FIRSTLINGS of their herds before the Lord, and that the third year the tithe of their increase was set apart at home for the levites and the poor. Deuteronomy 14:22-28. Against this statement, it is farther objected, that Tobit, chap. Deuteronomy 1:7-8, gave the tenth of all his increase to the priests; that he sold the second tenth, and spent all the money at Jerusalem, and the third he gave to them to whom it was meet. But what is the third? The Vulgate, which is in general the standard of modern translations, reads, “But I went to the temple of the LORD: and worshipped there the Lord God of Israel, faithfully offering unto him all his firstfruits and his tenths: and the third year I distributed all the tenths to the proselytes and strangers.” Sed pergebat in Jerusalem ad templum Domini, et ibi adorabat Dominum Deum Israel, omnia primitiva, sua, et decimas suas fideliter offrens: Ita ut in tertin anno proselytis et advenis ministraret omnem decimationem. Thus the Vulgate perfectly agrees with Deuteronomy 14:22-28. Hence it appears plain, that the overplus of the tithe was eaten by the poor, and in a religious way.

REFLECTIONS.
No branch of the ceremonial code was more reasonable and instructive than the oblation of the firstfruits to God, who has every claim of gratitude from his creatures. The Israelite, dwelling in a climate the most salubrious, and on a soil the most fertile that can be conceived, would find his piety very much increased by the oblation of so small a tribute to his Maker: for reflection must accompany his gift. He must retrace the astonishing history of his Sires. He must recollect that Jacob was an Assyrian ready to perish; that he passed the brook simply with a staff in his hand, when fleeing from the wrath of Esau; that Laban after twenty years, pursued him to take away his life and his substance; that the Lord, conformably to his promise and oath, had preserved him unhurt from a thousand dangers, and now made him a great nation controlling all the east. Interesting recollections for the posterity of a patriarch. Surely this family was in covenant with God; surely providence had watched for its welfare; surely the strong arm of God had been their salvation, or they had never escaped from Egypt, and conquered Canaan. And that arm, that providence, the Hebrew would say, has been thy salvation too! Oh that my heart would melt like wax. Oh that my eyes might overflow with tears of grateful joy. Oh that my whole life might repay, were it possible, in homage and thanksgiving to my God! Christians, here are sentiments worthy of evangelical times, and here is piety pleasing to God. Here we have the gospel preached by the shadows of the law. Israel’s JEHOVAH, and messenger of the covenant, who required the earthly firstfruits to be brought into his sanctuary, as if he had been long in arrears with man, hath himself repaid in the firstfruits of paradise. On the day of pentecost, the festival when the Israelites offered their fruits, he shed down on the church the firstfruits of the Spirit. Romans 8:24. Three thousand were converted one day, and five thousand another, as a sort of firstfruits unto God. And all the saints, having once tasted of these celestial fruits, the indulgent returns of heaven, groan within themselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of their bodies. Oh my soul, what wonders are couched in the divine law! The whole sanctuary of God is full of glory, full of grace; and if the whole Hebrew nation rejoiced when they saw the courts crowded with sheaves, how much more should we rejoice when all these temporal gifts are changed into spiritual blessings, and pregnant with all the hopes of the Messiah’s kingdom, and eternal glory.

But while the christian is endeavouring to present his body and soul to the church, as a sort of firstfruits unto God, let him remember that he also was an Assyrian, a poor dark sinner, ready to perish, being carried away with the vanities and vices of the age. But now the Lord has enlightened and converted his soul, and raised him up to the hope of all his saints; let him review the mercies and cares of an indulgent providence; let him review his provocations and sins, and the dangers through which he has passed. Oh the care and kindness of God: oh the weight of mercies crowding from all preseding years! Let his eyes overflow with grateful tears; let his vanquished heart say, what shall I render to the Lord for all his benefits. Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for all his wonderful works to the children of men.

On giving thanks for spiritual things, we must not forget our temporal mercies. These, so great in the Hebrew code, are less noticed in the christian scriptures. But in this commercial age, in a country abounding with smiling farms, towering factories, immense merchandise, and ports which seem the emporiums of the earth; in a country high above all nations, let us remember that our fathers once wandered in the English woods eating acorns, and clothed in skins, and that christianity has now made us the first of nations. 

27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-26
Deuteronomy 27:2. Great stones, thought to be twelve in each pillar; they wrote the curses on the one pillar, and the blessings on the other.

Deuteronomy 27:3. Thou shalt write upon them all the words of this law. Not the six hundred precepts, which may be gathered from the short turns and phrases of Moses, but the blessings and the curses. The first altar was built of twelve stones, the day that the Israelites crossed the Jordan; but the two great pillars were not built till fifteen years had elapsed, as the work required much time and labour. All the altars were built of rough stones, to avoid the polluting figures of the heathen. This custom of writing on pillars was common to all ancient nations. Job 19:22. The Egyptians had their pillars filled with hieroglyphics; the Goths have filled Sweden with ancient stones. I have a fac simile of a large one which the Scandinavian society cannot fully decipher, there being often but a single letter for an ancient name. The Romans also had their tablets.

Deuteronomy 27:12-13. Gerizim and Ebal. Gerizim is a fruitful hill near the ancient Shechem. Genesis 34. Opposite it is Ebal, a barren rocky hill. The valley between is not more than two hundred and twenty yards, in which was placed the ark surrounded by the priests: and from hill to hill the shouts of the levites could be distinctly heard. It is remarkable that the tribes descended from the free women, Rachael and Leah, were placed on the side of mount Gerizim, to pronounce the blessings on the obedient; and the tribes descended from the bond women, Zilpah and Bilhah, stood on mount Ebal, to thunder out the curses on the disobedient.

Deuteronomy 27:15. Amen. The Hebrew doctors define this by truth, joined with the prayer, so be it. But a, ay, or aye, is a primitive word, as well Gothic, Greek, and Oriental, as Hebrew, equivalent to ever, or perpetuity; hence the English phrase, forever and ay; that is, forever and ever. In this view, Amen designates what is certain, firm and established; it is the same as verily. See Isaiah 65:16.

REFLECTIONS.
The first national act of the Israelites on crossing the Jordan was to imitate the patriarchs in raising an altar, and renewing their covenant with God, whenever they arrived at a new situation. Carnal policy might suggest, that it was more proper to prepare for war, and wait to perform the duties of religion, when victory should be decided in their favour. But Moses well knew that no design could long prosper without the covenant presence and blessing of God. All good men should make God the beginning, the middle, and the end of all their actions.

The solemnities attendant on repeating the blessings and curses of the covenant were very instructive. The blessings were the wish and the object of every heart; as to the curses the whole people said, Amen, when they were pronounced; on violating the laws to which they had openly subscribed, they must submit to the punishment with silence, and give glory to God. It is good for nations to avow their religion publicly, and rest their faith on its promises and threatenings.

How grateful should we be that Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us. How grateful that we are not in the bondage of Sinai, but are the children of mount Zion, and called to the glorious liberty of the gospel. May God preserve us, that we fall no more into condemnation. 

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 1-68
Deuteronomy 28:5. Blessed shall be thy basket. The LXX read, thy barns and thy store.

Deuteronomy 28:24. The Lord shall make the rain of thy land powder and dust. Our oriental travellers say in succession, that when hurricanes happen in the sandy deserts, they carry the fine sands high in the air, and rain on cities and villages the dust, which penetrates every corner of the houses where the air has access. They often bury camels and asses in the deserts, and form ridges and hills which prove a great obstruction to husbandry. The tracts and roads, after those tempests and gales, are completely lost, and men travel as they can between the ridges, their eyes and ears sustaining great pain from the dust which has penetrated into those more tender senses of the body. The western shore of the Nile was once the most fertile part of Egypt; the sands having since marched in clouds, have buried all the beautiful towns and districts, and turned the fruitful field into a desert.

Deuteronomy 28:27. The botch of Egypt, often referred to: Deuteronomy 7:15.

Deuteronomy 28:49. A nation against thee from afar. The Romans, to punish them as rebels, “whose language thou canst not understand:” this made the calamity greater. Hezekiah’s ministers understood the Assyrian tongue, which was a sister language of the Hebrew; but the Latin was difficult to learn. The Romans realized all the horrors of these predictions against a people denationalized and devoted. See on Daniel 9:24; Daniel 9:27.—As swift as the eagle flieth. The Chaldean armies are frequently represented as flying swift as the eagle, which is the prince of birds. One measured by Bruce in Abyssinia, of the golden eagle species, from wing to wing, eight feet four inches, and from the back to the tip of the tail, four feet seven inches. The eagle renews his plumage in the spring, as most birds of prey, to which allusion is made in Psalms 103:5. He lives to a great age, and is often found with a bald head.

Deuteronomy 28:64. The Lord shall scatter thee among all people, from the one end of the earth even unto the other. Voltaire, the far-famed infidel of Ferney, in Swisserland, contributed to make Frederick the Great, king of Prussia, an unbeliever. Dr. Steinkoff, minister of the Lutheran church in London, stated one evening in conversation, that Frederick has been heard to say, “After all, I think there must be some truth in the prophecies respecting the Jews; they are so often repeated, and so very strikingly fulfilled in the dispersion of that people.” So complete is this dispersion, “from one end of the earth even to the other,” that there is scarcely a port or city without jews. In India, in China, and in central Asia, their condition is most deplorable; they are poor and distressed even to a proverb. Christian nations are now their best friends and protectors. Tertullian, Augustine, Lactantius, and others of the ancient fathers, lay a strong emphasis on the sufferings of the jews, as consequent on their sin of crucifying “the Lord of glory.”

Deuteronomy 28:66. Thou shalt fear day and night. The fathers apply this to the fears which fell on the jews after the crucifixion, when “great fear fell on every soul.” Acts 2:43. In the dark ages, christians as well as heathens, treated the jews with great cruelty.

Deuteronomy 28:68. Ships. Navigation, in the times of Moses, was well understood.

REFLECTIONS.
The covenant made at Sinai forty years before is here repeated to the new generation, and with such enlargements as were calculated most deeply to impress the nation. It is in fact the identical covenant made with Abraham, approaching the crisis of splendour and prosperity. Genesis 12. The promise of the Messiah was superadded, in whom all the families of the earth were to be blessed with the fulness of spiritual benefits which should overflow in his kingdom. The temporal blessings, ever to be viewed as shadows and figures of the spiritual, comprehend every good which can contribute to personal, domestic and national prosperity. And these were not vain panegyrics and pompous presumption to allure a wandering nation to a fixed habitation; they were all realized in the reign of David, and of Solomon his son. David had nine hundred thousand men able to bear arms, which must have included a population of six millions, all well nourished in a small tract of country; and Solomon made gold and silver plentiful as iron and brass in Jerusalem. This should encourage every christian to look for the same blessings, temporal and spiritual, to descend on his soul and on his family, while walking in the Lord’s way.

After this recital of the blessings of the Hebrew covenant, it was most equitable and meet that the curses, in case of apostasy, should follow. These are painted with horrors of the deepest shade, as the rudest blast of winter, slowly approaching and stripping the earth of all the verdure and beauty of summer; as blasts, covering Israel with desolation, and no more succeeded with reviving spring. They approach as ministers of justice, pursuing guilt for a long time with paternal corrections: but when the sad crisis arrived, that no mercies could soften, no judgment sanctify the obdurate, they inflict the fullest strokes of vengeance by excision of an apostate nation for seventy years. And when the astonished heathens enquired the cause of those singular calamities, they were told it was because they had forsaken the covenant of the Lord. Yea, Daniel himself, weeping in captivity, owns the equity of the punishment, and hallows the memory of Moses: chap. 9. Thus the Hebrews were made instructive to the heathen, and instructive to future ages.

From the nature of those blessings and curses we learn that the prosperity and adversity of families and nations are immediately connected with their piety or profaneness. All objections brought to the contrary, from the prosperity of the wicked, are derived from flattering periods in their history. It may safely be averred, that the main series of ancient and modern history, whether written by believers or unbelievers, will evince, on viewing the rise, splendour, and fall of families and states, that the doctrine of Moses is consonant to providence. Angels also, viewing the judgments of God on a fuller scale, cease not to cry, Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of Hosts.

After historically tracing the chastisements apostate Israel should sustain from the Assyrians, the soul of our venerable prophet, elevated with the terrors of vision, and having for a moment the veil of futurity uplifted, launched forth beyond the line of patriarchal prophecy, and saw what heaven had not dared to entrust to any mortal, nor even to him till the approach of death. He saw the Messiah and his gospel rejected; he saw the whole Hebrew nation as a putrid carcase in God’s esteem; he saw the wide-spread eagle ensigns of the Romans waving in the air, and gathering on the guilty as around their lawful prey. He saw more: he saw all the horrors of the siege of Jerusalem—the famine, the pestilence, the slaughter, the destruction of the city, and consequent captivity of the people!

Josephus is more copious, but not more correct than Moses, who wrote sixteen hundred years before. Nay, the prophet saw more than the historian lived to see. He saw the subsequent sieges by Adrian throughout all the land, occasioned by new revolts: Deuteronomy 28:52. He saw the famine, pestilence and sword, exhaust all their treasures of vengeance on this guilty people, for the murder of the Son of God, and the rejection of mercy. He saw the few in number, scattered among all nations, from one end of the earth even to the other; and there compelled sometimes to serve the heathen gods, and sometimes the papal christian gods, as once they were openly obliged to do both in Spain and Portugal. Thus to whatever nation they fled, they had no rest for the soles of their feet, but had a trembling heart; and even till the period of the reformation, their life hung in doubt. Christians, here is instruction for you. Turn your eyes towards this covenant nation, a nation cast away till the times of the gentiles are fulfilled. Where can you visit a nation, where can you enter a port destitute of Hebrew exiles? Wherever they wander, they are God’s witnesses, attesting the truth of prophecy, and the consequences of rejecting the gospel. They are not dispersed, as in Babylon, for corrupting their covenant with idols: quite the contrary: but a little before their ruin, the mere sight of a Roman eagle on the walls of Jerusalem occasioned an insurrection of the people. They are rejected for rejecting Christ. Therefore I again say, christians fix your eye on those instructive men; and beware lest you also be destroyed for making light of the gospel. Tremble, licentious age, tremble, lest the glory should depart from you, and rest on them. Tremble, lest when the joy of receiving them back should be as life from the dead, you, in return, should be exposed to all the vengeance they have sustained.

The very striking accomplishment of this extraordinary prophecy, is not only an incontrovertible proof of the truth of revelation; not only irresistible in reclaiming a candid infidel; but it is extremely consolatory to all weak and tempted believers. I do aver that whenever I have been exposed to the injections of Satan concerning the truth of any one doctrine of revelation; for ministers are men; the study of this and other prophecies has always sustained me; and removed the transient doubt with more than a sunbeam of celestial day. Hence I earnestly recommend this study, accompanied with prayer, above all means to weak and troubled minds. It will not only confirm them in the faith, but greatly increase their piety and reverence for God. A young christian, well instructed in this sublimest branch of revelation, clothes himself with a coat of mail, which bids defiance to the sneers and shafts of infidelity, and repels his foes with the word of God, which is sharper than any two-edged sword. They sink for want of ground; but he stands firm, being supported by the Eternal Rock. 

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-29
Deuteronomy 29:1. The words of the covenant; from co, con, or com; a social prefix; and venio, to come; the coming of two parties into one compact. The vendor gets the best terms he can, and the buyer aims at a bargain. Just the reverse of this is the divine covenant: frail sinful man is not exalted into co- partnership with the Almighty. The covenant is all grace to man, and dictated by the donor; man has but to consent to it with all his heart, and all his soul. The blessings and curses of this covenant are confirmed with sacrifice and with blood: they are ratified with an oath. The parties, Deuteronomy 29:10, were princes, captains, wives, children and little ones, absentees and strangers; in short, the whole nation, without a single exception. The Lord avouched them for his people, and they avouched him for their God. In Jeremiah 34. we read, that they walked between the parts of the victims, consenting to be cut in pieces like their sacrifices, if ever they violated that covenant. All these blessings were confirmed in happy ages, and all these curses inflicted in apostate times. The covenant is evidently frail with man, but sure with the Lord.

Deuteronomy 29:29. Secret things belong unto the Lord our God. Some think Moses here meant that God took upon him the punishment of all secret sins and acts of idolatry against his covenant, but that he required the people to punish all the crimes against his covenant which came to light. LUTHER renders the words, “These things were secrets known to God alone; but now they are revealed to us and to our children.” Others understand this text in a sense similar to Romans 11:33, that the secrets of providence are inscrutable; and consequently, that we should not waste our time on prophetic calculations and mysteries; but profiting by the truths plainly revealed, give up ourselves to piety, and the practice of righteousness.

REFLECTIONS.
Moses having charged Israel what to do on passing the Jordan, and recited the blessings and curses of the covenant contracted with their fathers at Horeb, could not die till he had renewed the covenant with their children. So all worthy men are wont to charge their families to keep the way of the Lord before they leave the world. With these most sanctifying views, and views becoming his high character and mission, he reserved this highest duty till nearly the last day of his public ministry. What pencil is able to trace the worth, what eloquence can describe the excellence of this venerable prophet, adorned with every virtue, and loaded with every honour heaven can give to man. Before he closed his eyes in death, he wished once more to see all Israel gathered before his face, to hear his voice, and receive his dying commands. See him ascend the throne and smile on the people, with heaven in every look and grace in all his words. See him surrounded with elders, but none so old as he. See ten thousand fathers attending with their families, as far as the eye can reach; but scarcely a grey hair, except his own, the old men having fallen for their sins. See the whole nation eager to look, and eager to hear. See them hold up their little infants, that their eyes might be blessed by a sight of Moses before he died. And oh if the sight of a prophet and a great man be so sanctifying, what must heaven be when we shall see all the patriarchs, prophets and apostles, in the kingdom of God.

Moses commenced by reciting to the young generation the words which their fathers had heard at Horeb. They occur in Exodus 19. 20. 21. &c. And while Moses recited the substance of the covenant, it is highly probable that Eleazar prepared a full oblation of victims unto God, sprinkling the blood upon the people, and causing the elders to pass between the parts. Jeremiah 34:18. The oath of the covenant was next confirmed; for as the Lord sware to Abraham to bless and multiply him, so the people sware fidelity to God, saying, all that the Lord hath spoken, that will we do. How awful the nature, how solemn the ratification of the Hebrew covenant. This was in fact the christian covenant, being rounded on the promised Messiah, who was to bless all nations, to possess the gates of his enemies, and to vanquish sin and death. It is called indeed a New covenant, because the gospel realized the shadows of the law; for our High-priest, our sacrifice, our altar, our holy place, and our sprinkling of blood, far eclipse the glory of Aaron, with the blood of bulls and goats. Besides, the christian covenant is guarded with sanctions and terrors far superior to those of Sinai; for the Lord shall be revealed from heaven in flaming fire, with his mighty angels, taking vengeance on them that know not God. Moses denounced a curse against every transgressor of the law; but the gospel, richer in proclamations of pardon, anathematizes every one who loves not the Lord Jesus Christ.

Christian families, christian communities and nations, should most solemnly and frequently renew their covenant with God. This may be done in the closet, as well as on sacramental occasions. To review the promises and threatenings, deeply impressed with our defects, has a most sanctifying effect on the soul.

We should also devote our little ones in covenant to God by baptism, as succeeding circumcision. Colossians 2:11-12. By prayer likewise, and by a course of instruction and discipline, Ephesians 6:4; for the Lord has promised to circumcise the heart of our seed.

This glorious and everlasting covenant, as we are everywhere told, has its conditions. If a man went after other gods; if he suffered the root bearing wormwood and gall to grow, and poison all his good impressions; if he presumptuously added drunkenness to thirst, and blessed his soul with the hopes of impunity, it is said, the Lord would blot out his name from under heaven, and bring upon him all the curses of this book. And it should be well remembered, that St. Paul has given christians the same caution against this bitter root of apostasy and sin. Hebrews 12:15. Let us therefore beware lest any man fail of the grace of God, and come short of the promised rest. 

30 Chapter 30 

Verses 1-20
Deuteronomy 30:5. The Lord thy God will bring thee into the land, when thou art penitent, by the marvellous munificence of Darius, and of Cyrus his nephew. What a luminous vision of future things! The Jews and many christians hope for a second gathering in the latter day. See notes on the last ten chapters of Ezekiel.

Deuteronomy 30:6. Circumcise thy heart, to love the Lord thy God with all thy heart. Love, perfect love, is the consummation of the law. Here is proof that the temporal blessings of the law were figures of blessings spiritual and eternal. When this law is written on the heart, we are made partakers of the divine nature, the life of God in the soul of man, on which the second death hath no power.

Deuteronomy 30:11. It is not hid from thee. Here Moses preached the gospel to the fathers, as St. Paul demonstrates. Romans 10:8.

Deuteronomy 30:19. I call heaven and earth to record. Here the man of God closes his evangelical ministry in the true sublime of sentiment and language. He closes all his precepts, and all conditions, in hope that the grace which was nigh would lead them to the perfect love of God, and all the glory of his kingdom.

REFLECTIONS.
These hard sentences and dreadful denunciations are not irreversible, where repentance succeed the revolt. Daniel in Babylon, and other good men no doubt joined in his design, fasted and wept before the Lord, and a remnant of Israel was restored. But the modern Jews, now long dispersed, are still hardened and impenitent. They still abide in unbelief, and therefore till repentance in some sort shall be given them, they cannot inherit the promises.

Moses, seeing the people awfully impressed with the complicated terrors of the covenant, being conscious of their weakness and depravity, graciously encourages them to obedience by promising the aids of grace. The Lord thy God will circumcise thy heart, and the heart of thy seed after thee, to love the Lord thy God with all thy heart; he will cleanse it from the filth and pollution of sin, and so fill it with his pure and perfect love, that the new heart shall be more inclined to obedience than the old one was to revolt. The effusions of grace shall also be coëval with the duration of the covenant, and shall extend to the children throughout all generations.

What is happier still, the grace requisite to know and conform to the divine will, is neither distant nor difficult to obtain. The Hebrew for pardon and peace had neither to climb up into heaven, nor to descend into the deep; but simply to believe in the expected Messiah. The word is nigh thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart. If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in thy heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. What a favour that God has adapted salvation to the weakness and indigence of man; he has but to ask and receive, to believe and be saved; for with the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made to salvation. Over the gentiles there were a covering and a veil. Isaiah 25:7. They had to seek the Lord, if haply they might find him. Acts 17:27. But on us the beams of revelation have shone with meridian brightness.

God having therefore placed salvation within the reach of the Jew, having provided atonement for his sin, and grace adequate to obedience; he could on the fairest ground of equity call heaven and earth to record that he had set before them life and death, a blessing and a curse. He could call upon them to choose life; for he has no pleasure in the death of the wicked.

Moses, like our blessed Lord, perfectly understood the scope and design of all the precepts. He comprised them all in one word; that is, LOVE. He in whose heart the love of God is shed abroad, would neither kill nor hurt his neighbour. On the contrary, he seeks to do him all the good in his power. Love worketh no ill to its neighbour; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. May the Lord write it on every heart. 

31 Chapter 31 

Verses 1-30
Deuteronomy 31:2. I can no more go out and come in. Though Moses’s senses were in vigour, yet he felt the infirmities which admonish aged men to retire.

Deuteronomy 31:7. Moses called to Joshua, to encourage and strengthen him. This we should also do to younger men, though Joshua was now growing old. The elders must honour the magistrate and the minister, that the people may follow their example.

Deuteronomy 31:10. At the end of every seven years; when apprentices became free, and must for themselves hear the law and swear to it, as their fathers had done before them. Those septennial convocations were wise and salutary guardians of the Hebrew covenant. Christian ministers, at proper times, should do the same to all the young people.

Deuteronomy 31:16. Thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, and this people will rise up, and go a whoring after other gods. The English follows the LXX, as do most other versions. But the Pharisees, in their long-continued disputations with the Sadducees, respecting the resurrection of the dead, by varying the punctuation, gave the text a sense widely different. הנךְ שׁכב עם אבתיךְ וקם hinnecha shokab im abtecha ve-kam, Behold, thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, and rise again; and this people will go a whoring after the gods of strangers. If this promise were designed in any sense to comfort Moses at the close of life, it assuredly must designate a consolation higher than that of corruption in the grave. We cannot admit that Moses had less light than Joseph, who gave a command for the removal of his bones. For thus varying the punctuation from that of the Sadducees, the Pharisees had the whole weight of reason and revelation on their side.

Deuteronomy 31:19. Write ye this song: the song in the next chapter. The history of great men and of illustrious deeds, was from the earliest periods of society celebrated in verse, or poetic composition. While the original copy of the law was deposited in the ark, Moses gave this poem to the elders, that copies might be multiplied among the people. The Greeks abounded with hymns in praise of the gods, once but men. The ancient laws were also often celebrated in verse.

Deuteronomy 31:26. Take this book; namely, the Deuteronomy, except the last chapter, finished by authority. This, with the four former books, formed the Pentateuch of Moses, which was put in the side of the ark, that it might be easy of access.

REFLECTIONS.
Moses here comes forward with all the weight of great age and long experience to encourage and comfort the people. He could no longer go before them; but the Lord’s presence would be with them, to destroy the enemy, and to qualify Joshua for the high duties of a prince and leader, and for all the exigencies of great occasions. It is good when aged men and dying saints encourage young people, by recounting the grace of former times, and by adducing past victories as pledges of the future. This is the way to make them strong and of good courage.

In the charge to Joshua, accompanied with promises, we see how christian magistrates and ministers should be exhorted to acquit themselves in all the duties of their profession. So St. Paul, about to be offered up, charged Timothy; and the greatness of the occasion inspired him with the sublimest language which can possibly be uttered. 1 Timothy 6:13-16. 2 Timothy 4:1-6. In like manner our blessed Lord charged the apostles to keep his commandments, and abide in his love.

Besides the reading of the law every sabbath in the synagogue, Acts 13:15, he required the covenant, or rather the blessings and curses of the covenant, to be read and subscribed every seventh year, and he required this to be done in the most solemn manner by a full convocation of the people and their little ones, for the preservation of piety and religion. It is good, extremely good, for religious assemblies to avow their faith, and own the sovereignty of God in the most public manner.

Moses was the more solicitous to do this because he saw, that after his death they would utterly corrupt themselves. More could not be said, and more could not be done, to preserve them in the religion of their fathers. St. Paul, animated by the same spirit, was the more earnest in giving charges to the churches, for he knew that after his death, grievous wolves would enter in among them, not sparing the flock. The frequent renewal of covenant is the best barrier we can oppose to the encroachments of the world. Where this is neglected, the divine institutions fall into decay, and would be utterly lost, if God did not in every age and nation frequently raise up blessed instruments to revive his work. And when a people who once walked in the truth, afterwards become degenerate, not only the sacred writings, but the hymns, the sermons, and theology of their ancestors shall remain as monuments of the glory of former times; and permanent evidence against their apostasy from sound doctrine, and rectitude of conduct. 

32 Chapter 32 

Verses 1-52
Deuteronomy 32:1. Give ear, oh ye heavens, and I will speak. This ode, which is full of rhythm, and of almost every poetic excellence and beauty, has been called the Swan song of Moses, who died singing sublime but mournful notes. The principal words have been much copied by future prophets. It is carmen seculare, a song to the age, of truth, not of flattery.

Deuteronomy 32:2. My doctrine shall drop as the rain. In hieroglyphic writing, rain often designates knowledge and science, which revive and refresh nations, as rain revives the earth. The Messiah is said to sprinkle many nations, and to come down as rain on the mown grass. Psalms 72:6. Isaiah 52:14.

Deuteronomy 32:5. Their spot is not the spot of his children. The order of the words being here inverted, hardly two versions read alike. The margin, which is mostly the best reading, is, “He hath corrupted to himself.” So “they are not his children; that is their blot.” Maimonides, “Did he do them any harm? No: his children are their own blot.” But Le Clerc prefers the Samaritan version, which reads, “The sons of pollution are not his children.” The meaning of the text obviously is, that the Israelites by idolatry and vice, caused themselves to be disowned as the children of God, which agrees with the reproaches in the next verse. The people of God are called to be without spot and blameless; to be holy as he is holy; to be pure in heart, and merciful, even as he is merciful. The English reading is at issue with all the ancient versions.

Deuteronomy 32:8. When the most high divided to the nations. This was done at Babel, when the Lord divided the earth among seventy two nations. Genesis 10:5. Acts 17:26-27. Canaan being a descendant of Ham, Genesis 10:6, must have taken forcible possession of the land afterwards promised to Abraham, for Western Asia was most evidently given to the posterity of Shem. Hence the Lord in the partition of the earth, did very astonishingly reserve a happy portion for Israel, The LXX read, “He set the bounds of the nations according to the number of the angels of God.” κατα αριθμον αγγελων θεου; that is, God appointed a prince or angel over every family. The gentiles, in their mythology, do the same. Pallas was the titular goddess of Athens, and Minerva had temples without number. We also, slow to renounce the superstitions of Rome, dedicate churches to the virgin, and to the apostles and martyrs. 

Deuteronomy 32:11. As the eagle. Israel may be said to have built their nests in Egypt, but durst not fly abroad till the Lord found them, or came opportunely to them in the desert; so the Lord bore them on his wings, and rejoiced to do them good.

Deuteronomy 32:15. But Jeshurun waxed fat. The Samaritan reads, “But Jacob waxed fat.” Others contend that the meaning is, Israel ought to be Jeshurun, or upright, but he waxed fat as a bull in a rich pasture, till he became unruly.

Deuteronomy 32:16. They provoked him to jealousy with strange… The word gods is omitted. He would not pollute his page by names so obscene. The like omission occurs in 2 Chronicles 14:3. Psalms 19:13.

Deuteronomy 32:21. I will provoke them, as they have provoked me to anger and to jealousy, by giving all their regal wealth and national glory to my new people, the christian Israel. Isaiah 65:15.

Deuteronomy 32:30. Their rock. As a rock is the firm support of a building, so the Lord supported his people; whereas their rock, the gods of the heathens, were no gods.

Deuteronomy 32:32. The vine of Sodom. Israel was a choice vine of the Lord’s own planting; but alas, it bore apples of Sodom. Psalms 80:8-15. Isaiah 5:1-7. There was scarcely a righteous man in Jerusalem before the Chaldeans came; and in later times, the christians had fled before the Romans came to burn the city and temple.

Deuteronomy 32:33. The poison of dragons. We read of the wailing of dragons, in Micah 1:8; and of the dragons of the wilderness in Malachi 1:3. The Hebrew tanim, rendered dragons by the LXX, was probably different from the nachish, a serpent; but critics have not known that distinction. This occasions many readings, as the alligator, leviathan, &c. Modern history commonly gives feet to the dragon. Jerome’s opinion is, that the elephant would pursue and crush the dragon, at which time he made a sibilant and wailing cry, to which Job compares his complaints: Job 30:28-29.

Deuteronomy 32:43. Rejoice, oh ye nations, with his people. This is understood in unison with all the prophecies of the conversion of the gentiles. So St. Paul applies it in Romans 15:10; and when the Hebrews shall join the church, it will be life from the dead. 

Deuteronomy 32:49. Get thee up—to Nebo. Moses from this mountain could see a part of the ranges of mount Lebanon; the snow on the summit would assist the sight. From Cader Idris, in North Wales, we can sometimes see objects at the distance of eighty miles. The Peak of Teneriffe can sometimes be seen from the deck of a ship, at the distance of a hundred and fifty miles.

Deuteronomy 32:50. And be gathered to thy people; not in body, but in the happy society of the holy patriarchs, in whose line Moses was descended. There they talk of wisdom, and reign forever with the Lord.

REFLECTIONS.
This second ode, as before observed, celebrates the past history, and predicts the future degeneracy of Israel. The apostrophe, calling heaven and earth into audience, is bold, sublime and highly proper; for a nation selected from the gentiles and called to be a favourite people, is a subject which claims the attention of angels and men.

The prophet, acquainted with the past, and inspired with views of the future, felt more than a mortal could contain. His soul overflowed in all the ecstasy of vision, and uttered itself in the rapture of sacred song. His doctrine dropped as rain, his speech distilled as dew, as the small rain upon the herb, and as the showers upon the grass. In vision all is seen at once, but in discourse and song, words and ideas must follow in regular succession. The imagination of the poet, completely embracing his subject in the multiplicity of his ideas, resembles a crowd who would enter a narrow gate all at once; but they are obliged to do it in order. Moses, overpowered with ideas of providence and grace, resembles ministers overpowered with the fulness of the gospel, when they pray that utterance may be given them, to make known the mysteries of grace, and preach among the gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ. The metaphors and similes here employed are rich, appropriate, and striking. The divine goodness towards a brutish and unwise people, is represented by a rock giving life to a whole nation expiring with thirst; and a rock impregnable as a defence. It is also expressed by all the endearing arts and joys of the eagle over her young; and more especially by the paternal goodness which found Jacob in the desert, in the waste howling wilderness of Zin; and led him to a land abounding with butter and milk, with wheat and the blood of grapes. So morally the Lord found us in a dry and desert land; he led us to all the blessings of the gospel, and the hopes of eternal joy. This song next paints the sin of Jeshurun: he waxed fat and kicked. He became unmindful of his rock; he forgot the Lord. Thus it was with the Christian Israel, when Constantine poured a flood of imperial prosperity on the church, So it is with this infidel age. The zeal of our reformers, the writings of their successors, and the revivals of religion which ensued, have very much contributed to make the morals and piety of this nation surpass those of France: but latterly, we seem as though we were resolved to surpass all nations in routes, in theatres, in splendour, dissipation and vice.

What will the consequences be? The same as in Israel. When the Lord saw it, he abhorred them: he was moved to jealousy, he heaped mischiefs upon them and scattered them; a fire kindled in his anger, which burnt to the lowest hell. Wounded with his arrows, their bodies perished, and their souls were hurled to the demons they adored.

But his judgments were mingled with mercy: Deuteronomy 32:35. To him belonged vengeance, but he repented himself for his people. He would not utterly consume them: and his government over the christian church has uniformly realized the same characters and grace.

Before he strikes the harder blows of vengeance, he expostulates. Do you thus requite the Lord, oh foolish and unwise people? He laments over their ignorance and vice. Oh that they were wise, that they understood this, that they would consider their latter end. What their latter end was, you may read in 2 Chronicles 36, and in the Lamentations of Jeremiah. What their latter end was when the Messiah and his gospel were rejected, you may read in Josephus; or more briefly in one sentence of our blessed Lord. “In those days shall be tribulation such as was not since men were upon the earth.” Hence Jesus wept over Jerusalem exactly in the same spirit as Moses in this song. Let it also be said to the christian world, if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he spare not thee. Let us look at the latter end of wicked men and apostate nations. Let us look at that aged sinner, who has had the good fortune, as he says, to survive all his contemporaries. See at last the best of constitutions beginning to fail. Mark his gray hairs and feeble gait, attended with every indication of a worn-out frame. Now surely the age is come for repentance, and the long-promised reformation, when compounding with conscience in the delirium of dissipation. Ah, no: he is still the same man. The illusions of vice are all confirmed in their ascendency over his soul. Company and sensual indulgence he cannot enjoy; but he endeavours to console himself by tracing the ideas of past pleasures. Ah, these too escape him; and the recollection reproaches his folly, and presents new mortifications to his pride. If his family, on the ground of decency, urge upon him the duties of religion, these recal the insults he has offered to God, and open all the terrors of a future world with vengeance on his soul. The review of life presents nothing but a host of crimes marshalled against him; and on imploring mercy through constraint and meanness, rather than repentance, he sees all heaven shrouded with darkness, and the bodings of divine indignation. Thus heaven and earth conspire against him, and he drops into eternity a fearful monument of the final end of all ungodly men. 

33 Chapter 33 

Verses 1-29
Deuteronomy 33:1. Moses—blessed Israel. Moses, like Jacob, died distinctly blessing the tribes of Israel, and finished his course in a manner worthy of himself. The tribe of Simeon is here omitted. The rabbins say, because Zimri, a prince of that tribe, had led the people to whoredom with the daughters of Moab.

Deuteronomy 33:2. The Lord came from Sinai. His glory accompanied the patriarchs, which is intimated in Psalms 114. and Habakkuk 3:3.

Deuteronomy 33:6. Let Reuben live, and not die. He had fretted at Jacob’s words, Genesis 49:4; but here are words of comfort: God will not always visit a father’s sins.

Deuteronomy 33:8. Urim. See on Exodus 28:30.

Deuteronomy 33:17. The horns of a unicorn. See on Numbers 23:22.

Deuteronomy 33:23. The west and the south. Several versions read, “the sea and the south;” for Naphtali had his lot by the sea of Galilee.

Deuteronomy 33:25. Thy shoes shall be iron and brass. Some read, “Thy bolts shall be iron and brass.” It imports that mines should be under their feet.

Deuteronomy 33:26. The God of Jeshurun, who rideth on the heaven. The idea of Jehovah’s riding in his chariot runs through the writings of all ancient nations, and abounds in the book of Psalms: Psalms 18:10; Psalms 99:1; Psalms 104:3-4.

———— Namque Diespiter, Igni corusco nubila dividens, Plerumque per purum tonantes Egit equos volucremque currum; Quo bruta tellus, et vaga flumina, Quo Styx, et invisi horrida Tœnari Sedes, Atlanteusque finis Concutitur.
For lo! that awful heavenly Sire, Who frequent cleaves the clouds with fire, Parent of day, Immortal Jove!
Late through the floating fields of air, The face of heaven, serene and fair, His thund’ring steeds and winged chariot drove; When, at the bursting of his flames The pondrous earth, and vagrant streams, Infernal Styx, the dire abode Of hateful Tœnarus profound, And Atlas to his utmost bound Trembled beneath the terrors of the God. Francis’s Horace, bk. 1. ode 34.
So also in the Voluspa, one of the most ancient poems in the world.

3. Ar var alda Thâ Ymir bigthi Var-a sandr, ne saer, Ne svalar unnir; Jörth fanz aeva Ne upp-himin; Gar var ginnuga, En gras hvergi.
4. Athur Bors synir, Bjothom yptho, Their er Mithgarth, Morann Skopo. Sol skein sunnan, A salar steina, Tha var grund groin, Groemim lauki.
5. Sol varp sunnan, Sinni mána, Hendi enni hogri, A himin Jodyr. Sol that ne visst, Hvar hon sali atti, Stjaurnor that ne visso Hvar thar stathi otto, Mani thath ne visse, Havt hann Megins atti. 3. In early times When Ymir lived, Was sand, nor sea, Nor cooling wave, Nor earth was found, Nor heaven above; One chaos all, And no where grass.
4. Until Bors sons Th’ expanse did raise, By whom Mithgard The great was made. From south the sun Shone on the rocks; Then did the earth Green herbs produce.
5. The sun warped south, The moon did shine; Her right hand held The horse of heaven. The sun knew not His proper sphere, The stars knew not Their proper place; Nor saw the moon, Her mickle power.
The fable of Bellerophon’s flying to heaven on Pegasus, the winged horse, is evidently subsequent to the above allusion of Vola, and of Horace. Yet our Gothic fathers were proud of the fable, because Bellerophon took his flight towards the arctic regions. Strabo, lib. 8. Our kings have put the horse on their arms, as the horse for Hanover; they have cut it also on the chalk-hills, as at Westbury, and at Calne in Wiltshire.

Deuteronomy 33:29. Happy art thou, oh Israel. Moses’s full soul here poured out the plenary cup of benediction on his children, the family of God. What nation, to use his own words, was so happy in having God so nigh to them; in having statutes so holy; a ritual so full of mystical glory; an oracle at hand; the Eternal God their refuge; and the full assurance of the promised seed, the great prophet yet to come! Let christians think of this; the blessing of the Saviour on the apostles, when he ascended to heaven, still rests on the church.

REFLECTIONS.
In this chapter of beatitudes Moses marks first, the great and peculiar happiness of Israel in having the pillary cloud for a guide, and the throne of JEHOVAH for a defence in all the desert. When it crowned the summit of Sinai, they sat at his feet and heard his voice. It accompanied them to the land of Edom. “God came from Teman, and the HOLY ONE from mount Paran: he covered the heavens with his glory, and the earth was full of his praise.” The divine presence is every blessing in one; and if he depart, all our comforts droop.

This prophet and patriarch of his people proceeds next to bless the several tribes. He begins by asking life and progeny for Reuben, with all its blessings; which is happy as an indication that the curse of Jacob was now removed from his guilty head. Judah, in whom it would seem, the tribe of Simeon was now included, is promised strength against his enemies. And this promise was most signally realized in a series of wars sustained by the kings of Judah, and afterwards by governors from the time of the captivity to the birth of Christ, which perfectly coincides with Jacob’s prediction, that the sceptre should not depart from Judah until Shiloh came. Levi inherited honours and blessings from his father, and he acquired new ones by the impartiality of his justice. After Israel had revolted in adoring the calf, and after the silver trumpet had sounded to call the people to humiliation and repentance, he went forth to slay the rebels who refused to obey the sounds of grace; and in doing this he knew not his father, or his brethren. Spotless justice, however tremendous the stroke, acquires the agents immortal fame. Benjamin, ever beloved, is promised a lot near to the holy place which God should choose: and it is no small blessing to have our dwelling contiguous to the house of God. Joseph, from the peculiar presence of God here solicited his promised increase, as his name implies, a fertile soil and victory over all his foes. But he is reminded that all these blessings proceeded from the good will of him that dwelt in the bush, whose glory Moses had seen eighty years before. From that time Israel began to rise to glory and immortal fame. Let us never forget to trace our mercies back to the day when we were first more peculiarly called by grace into covenant and fellowship with God. The other tribes were all blessed suitably to their moral character, and according to the predictions of Jacob, and the lovingkindness of the Lord. But the more Moses poured blessings on the people, the more his heart overflowed. The fountains of heaven were opened within him. Therefore, once for all, he collects all the efforts of his soul in an apostrophe to the people, inimitably sublime and grand. Happy art thou, oh Israel. Who is like unto thee, oh people, saved of the Lord? What God was like Jeshurun’s God, riding on the clouds of heaven, and supporting them by his arm? They had the Urim and Thummim for counsel; they had all evils and curses removed; they had every blessing promised which either men or nations could enjoy; they had all those blessings crowned by promises of the Messiah; and the Shechinah remaining among them was the pledge of every good. Happier still is the christian Israel. The Shechinah became incarnate, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. We only want this grace to prevail in every heart and every nation, to change the earth to paradise, and give it a resemblance of heaven. 

34 Chapter 34 

Verses 1-12
Deuteronomy 34:1. Moses went up to the top of Pisgah. The Jews with general consent admit, that this chapter was written or copied into the text by Ezra, the ready scribe, a prophet and doctor of the Law.

Deuteronomy 34:4. This is the land. If Moses could see Dan Laish, and the utmost sea, the Mediterranean, he could clearly see Lebanon, for the border of Naphtali reached to the foot of that mountain; so he could at one commanding view, see nearly the whole of the promised land. Oh christian! May thine eyes see, and thine ears hear repeated those welcome words, “This is the land;” a better country than that which Moses saw.

Deuteronomy 34:6. No man knoweth of his sepulchre. The reason commonly assigned is, lest the Hebrews should be seduced to idolatry, which was much practised at the sepulchres of holy men. Jude affirms on tradition, that Satan contended about the body of Moses, to have his grave known, with a view to corrupt the people.

Deuteronomy 34:10. There arose not a prophet like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face. For this reason Maimonides, after the elder rabbins, calls him the prince of prophets. They had visions and revelations; Moses had open visions. His work was great, and grace was equal to his day.

REFLECTIONS.
Having followed the prophet through the weary steps of life, we are now come to the closing scene. It corresponds with all the grace of former years: and the most exemplary piety which had distinguished his character through a long and laborious pilgrimage, we may consider as the foundation of his triumphant death. When called of God to emancipate the people, he renounced the pleasures of the Egyptian court. Forgetful of his princely hopes, he claimed kindred with a people poor and oppressed, and esteemed the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, for he had respect unto the recompense of reward. During his forty years of exile in Midian, poor as a shepherd, he was content and happy with his lot. Surrounded with peaceful flocks, and far from the intrigues of a court, he tasted all the charms of solitude, and an intercourse with heaven undisturbed. These habits, never failing sources of divine repose, had so possessed his soul, that it was with difficulty the God of his fathers could force him away to emancipate his people. Passing at once from the cares of a shepherd to the duties of a king, though he had to form a brutish people to all the habits of civil and religious society; though his kindness was requited with provocations and insults beyond example; yet he never forsook his charge. Israel was to him as his own bowels: he led them through the desert to the borders of the promised land. In the awful revolt, when they worshipped the calf; when Israel stood on the brink, the very brink of destruction; when God himself, all indignant with his people, tempted Moses not to pray, he redoubled all the efforts of intercession, and interposed his own life between the vengeance and the people. And when heaven signified its pleasure that he should see the land and die, all his solicitude was still for the people. He besought the Lord for a successor, and resigned his charge with a cheerfulness exceeding the reluctance with which it was assumed. He spent his remaining time wholly in divine affairs. He recited the law, and renewed the covenant. The last day he wholly spent in reciting psalms, and in shedding benedictions on all the tribes. Thus he travelled through life with equal steps, and finished his course with encreasing strength. He approached eternity like the rich sheaves of the harvest, and clusters of the vintage, full of all wisdom, and mature in every virtue.

But all these shining graces seemed to derive a lustre from the shade of a single fault; and all his elevating honours found a ballast in the sentence, not to enter the promised land. At Meribah, when the people fainted for water, the elders presented their complaints with a menacing insolence which led to an open rupture. Anger kindled anger, and the violence of the strife was little less than war. But the Lord pitying his people, bade him take his rod, and speak to the adjacent rock. The elders accompanied him, accusing him all the way of infatuation, and he in return accusing them of revolt. In this sad spirit he addressed the flinty granite, but it was deaf to his voice; he smote it with his rod, but it yielded no water. Standing thus appalled before the people, and apparently deceived in his mission, or forsaken of his God, he saw the greatness of his sin; for the Lord will not own his servants when they do his work in a wrong spirit. But though the rock had derided the stroke of Moses, yet grace, in that moment, caused the waters of repentance to flow from his heart. The man of sin was smitten within him; every vestige of indwelling corruption seemed to vanish away, and he became the meekest man on the face of the earth. On this awful occasion, had it not been for the return of grace, he had fallen a victim to the revolt. He stood alarmed before the angry elders, as the disciples before the faithless multitude, when they had tried in vain to heal the demoniac. But the same Lord who appeased their fears by healing the lad, coming to the aid of Moses, covered his soul with a cloud of compassion and grace. All renovated by the return of the divine presence, he ventured with a trembling hand to strike the rock a second time; and behold, it burst with a torrent of life on the people. But the Lord, whose grace is always guarded with justice, sentenced his servant not to enter the promised land. St. Paul also had a thorn in the flesh given him, lest he should glory in the abundance of his revelations. The apostle in vain besought the Lord thrice for its removal. Moses only once, nor even that till he approached the land, saying, Let me pass over, and behold the goodly mountain and Lebanon; yet he could not prevail for more than a mitigation, a gracious one indeed, to see the land and die.

Reader, fix your eye on this divine character. Wearied with giving a glorious finish to the duties of life, behold he sleeps secure at night. Dreams of past toils and of future hopes delight his soul. The serenity of heaven rests on his countenance, while a host of angels guard his pavilion, and await the glories of the approaching day. See, he rises with the earliest dawn, nor lingers on his couch till the orient brightness had gilded the chambers of the west. He kneels a moment to adore, and smiling bids adieu to a tent so often hallowed by the presence of God. Impatient of delay, and full of immortal hope, he steals away from the camp, leaving a thousand blessings behind. With all the agility of youth he ascends the ridge of Abarim, aiming directly at Nebo, and the summit of Pisgah. On his arrival, nature had made her arrangements for vision. The clouds had thrown a gentle curtain over the higher heavens; the sun just risen with a full beam, had bespangled all the plains, and gilded the declivities of the western hills. The whole face of nature, divested of the garb of winter, had just assumed the charms of spring. The rapid Jordan, sporting in the plains, and winding in the mountains, discovered its silver streams from Gilead to Dan; southwards he traced the swelling flood, as far as the Lake of Sodom. An infinitude of cattle just risen from their grassy couch, were fattening in the verdant meads. The timid flocks, cautiously venturing from their pens, had begun to crop the herbage of the rising grounds. Lebanon in the north, and all his neighbouring hills were crowned with cedars. All the rugged places, barren in other countries, were here adorned with the mantling vine. The fields of barley, changing to a golden hue, invited by their abundance. The walled cities, every where raising their bold towers above the surrounding gardens, gave a finish to the charms of landscape. What a contrast between Canaan, and the weary desert. What a country: delightful as the garden of the Lord! But ah, its inhabitants were not worthy. Effeminate by habit, they were yet asleep secure in their sins; nor did they dream that the vengeance, long reproached with supineness, was just at the door. Their priests, infatuated as themselves, saw not the danger, nor sounded the alarm: and their divinities were the work of their own hands. Ah, so it shall be in the latter day, when the Son of Man shall suddenly come to surprise and punish the wicked and infidel world.

But the sanctified soul of Moses ascended from the aspects of nature to the contemplation of grace. A voice saying to him, this is the land I gave to thy fathers, he traced the footsteps of Abraham, from Haran to the oak of Mamre. He beheld Moriah, where an oblation was made of Isaac, and where JEHOVAH sware to a worm. Not far distant he beheld Bethel, where Jacob, exiled with his staff in his hand, saw the vision, and received the promise; where he again built an altar and paid his vows, after returning with a patriarch’s train. He saw the vale of Jabbok, in which the same patriarch, just escaped the fury of Laban, and now menaced with Esau, wrestled with God till he obtained the blessing, and till the heart of his brother was softened. He saw more:—he saw the faithfulness and mercy of God displayed on the broad scale of four hundred and thirty years. He saw the goodly tents of Jacob, numerous as the sands on the briny beach, ready to receive the promise. He saw all this Canaan, the covenant inheritance, inviting them to purge its crimes with the sword, and once more to hallow it with the ark and altar of the Lord. Here the perfections of his God shone too bright for frail humanity. His soul was overpowered with vision, and his body seized with sensations never known before. Nature, vanquished with the weight of grace, implored deliverance, in language like that of Simeon: Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation. His strength which had never failed before, now forsook him. His eyes which had never been dim, were now veiled with a cloud. But as the traveller, stretching his weary limbs at night on a couch, quickly passes from reflection to dream, so Moses opened his eyes, and the light shone brighter than before. He saw the Canaan, and in charms which cannot be described. Having fainted in the contemplation of God and his works, he saw the throne of JEHOVAH right before him. He saw Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and a crowd of holy patriarchs surrounding him with looks and greetings all divine. Leaving the body in undistinguished dust, he knew not that this was dying till he had more than passed the vale of death. 

